	Children, Schools and Families
	

	Director: John Harris
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Standards and School Effectiveness

	
	Children, Schools and Families

	
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Robertson House

	
	SROB 205

	
	Six Hills Way

	
	Stevenage, Herts SG1 2FQ

	
	
	

	
	Tel:
	01438  844044

	
	Fax:
	01438  844084

	
	Email:
	Karin.hutchinson@hertscc.gov.uk

	
	My ref:
	

	


	Date:
	November 2010


Dear Colleague

An invitation for Anti-bullying week:

Drawing the line: an anti-homophobia initiative

for Hertfordshire schools

As a result of Hertfordshire’s commitment to improving outcomes for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) young people, we work closely with Stonewall as part of their Education Champions programme.  Through this partnership we were recently extremely fortunate to be able to arrange for Sir Ian McKellan to visit two Hertfordshire secondary schools to talk about his career and his experience of being a gay man.

We are now seeking to build on this experience by inviting all Hertfordshire schools to sign up to the Drawing the Line initiative.  This is a commitment to take action to relegate homophobia to history.  You will receive resources produced by Stonewall to assist you in your development planning, curriculum development and staff training.  All participating schools will be invited to share the action they have taken and to celebrate the initiative during LGBT History Month in February 2011.

We know from Hertfordshire’s secondary Health Related Behaviour Questionnaire data that at least 5% of pupils identify themselves as lesbian, gay or bisexual and at least 1% of pupils live with same sex parents.  National research tells us that 65% of gay pupils experience homophobic bullying, 98% hear phrases like “that’s so gay” and “you’re so gay”, and more than one third don’t feel safe at school.

In considering this opportunity you may like to know that the current government has made a commitment to address homophobia and to deliver equality for LGBT people.  Ofsted inspectors have undertaken training on LGBT issues and in Hertfordshire’s recent safeguarding inspection inspectors were keen to identify outcomes for LGBT young people.

I hope you will feel able to join us in this important initiative.  Further details and a registration form are provided in the enclosed leaflet.   

Yours sincerely

Maggie Woods
Maggie Woods
Head of Achievement and Inclusion
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Karin Hutchinson

Anti-bullying Adviser

