STEVENAGE 1890-1900 Activities & Worksheets


USING THE 1891 CENSUS – BACK LANE and HIGH ST STEVENAGE

From the Database Search page select Official Records, Census Returns. Submit Query. Select the Census for High Street. Look at the image of the Census Return then click on the Transcript link. Complete the details for High St, then select the Census for Back Lane. Click on the Transcript link. Complete the details for Back Lane. 

 
SEARCH HINTS
HIGH ST
BACK LANE

How many people live in these streets in 1891?


Hint: look at numbers on left side of worksheet



Look at  the RELATIONS column. Use a filter to select all HEADS. How many households are there in each of these streets?
Filter - see notes below on using a filter. The total numbers will appear on the bottom left hand corner of the filtered sheet.



Divide the number of households by the number of people in each street. What is the average number of people per household?




Look at  No. of Rooms Column in the HEADS list.  Use a filter to find out how many of these houses have 4 or less rooms.


Custom Filter - see notes below on using a custom filter.



Work out the proportion of houses in each street that have 4 or less rooms by dividing the total number of houses by the number of houses with 4 or less rooms and making it into a percentage?
.



Is overcrowding a problem in either of these streets?






 
SEARCH HINTS
HIGH ST
BACK LANE

Return to SHOW ALL from the menu. 


SHOW ALL - see notes below



How many servants are there living and working in each street? 

Return to SHOW ALL
Filter Relations Column: SERVANT. Total numbers will appear in the left-hand corner of the filtered worksheet.

SHOW ALL



How many women in each street?

How many of these over 13 have an occupation?

What are the 3 most common occupations for women and girls in each street? 
Filter Sex Column: F

Custom filter: Age Column

Scroll down the list and select filters for which you think are the most common occupations.



Do women in one street have more paid employment than in the other? If so, can you give any reasons why this might be the case? 


SHOW ALL



Find a family in each street with 8 children and one with 7 children.  

What differences are there between the circumstances of these families? 


Scroll down the full lists looking at numbers of children.
Name of family with 8 children:

Name of family with 7 children:
Name of family with 8 children:

Name of family with 7 children:

 
SEARCH HINTS
HIGH ST
BACK LANE

How many males between 13 and 20 are in paid employment?

How many females between 13 and 20 are in paid employment?

If there is a difference then can you suggest why?


Filter Sex Column: M

Custom filter: Age 13-20

SHOW ALL

Filter Sex Column: F

Custom filter: Age 13-20

SHOW ALL



How many people in each street are living on their own means? This means they are not in employment but have private incomes so do not need to work.


Filter Occupation Column: Living on her/his own means

SHOW ALL



How many people in each street are allowed by the parish or pensioners? This means that they are supported by charity or on outdoor relief from the Hitchin Union.


Filter Occupation Column: Pensioner Allowed by parish

SHOW ALL



How many people in each street were born in Stevenage?

What percentage of the total number in each street were born in Stevenage?

What proportion were  born elsewhere?


Filter Born Column: Herts & City/Town: Stevenage

SHOW ALL

Custom filter: does not contain Herts  and

does not contain  Stevenage





 
SEARCH HINTS
HIGH ST
BACK LANE

Scroll through the remaining people.

Who has moved the furthest in each street? Where were they born?

Are there any people who were born outside Britain? How many and where were they born? 
Use the map of England and Wales to plot where people were born – use one colour of men and another for women.

SHOW ALL



How many Heads of households in each street are male? How many are female?

Can you see any reason why these women are heads of households?


Filter Relations Column: HEAD

Filter: Sex Column: M

SHOW ALL

Filter: Relations Column: HEAD

Filter: Sex Column: F



How many doctors (General Practitioner, surgeon), clerks, teachers (school masters, school mistresses), pharmacists or chemists, civil servants, solicitors, surveyors are there in each street?


Filter: Occupations Column or FIND from EDIT menu

SHOW ALL



How many agricultural, farm and general labourers, other labourers, farm servants, straw plaiters, charwomen, laundresses, washerwomen are there in each street?


Filter: Occupations Column or FIND from EDIT menu

SHOW ALL




SEARCH HINTS
HIGH ST
BACK LANE

How many people are employed on the railways in each street? (porters, signal men, platelayers, labourers)


Filter: Occupations Column or FIND from the EDIT  menuu



What sorts of businesses (eg. shops, railway company) are the main employers of people who live in each street? 




What evidence is there that Stevenage is still very much a rural area even though it became an Urban District within Hertfordshire in the 1890s?






What conclusions can you make about the people who lived in these two streets from the results of your searches?

What can't we find out from the census? What does the census NOT tell us? 

CALCULATING A TOTAL NUMBER:
After you have applied a filter, the number of filtered rows out of the total number of rows will be shown at the bottom left-hand corner of the page, for example ‘213 of 539’.

USING A FILTER: (Show all the Heads of families)

1. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the column from which you want to get the information. A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select the term eg. HEAD that you want.

6. The screen should now list all the HEADS of families.

7. To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.

USING A CUSTOM FILTER: (Show all the houses which have less than 5 rooms)

1. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the column from which you want to get the information eg. Number of rooms if less than 5. A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select (CUSTOM). A CUSTOM AUTOFILTER window will appear which offers several boxes after a statement such as "Show rows where number of rooms if less than 5". 

6. Select the arrow on the first box. You will be offered a number of choices from a dropdown menu eg. EQUALS or IS LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO. Select which choice you need.

7. In the box to the right select a further term eg. 4. You have further choices in the boxes below. Then click on OK.

8. The screen should now list all the houses which have 4 or less rooms.

9. To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.

USING A CUSTOM FILTER TO EXCLUDE: (How many people were NOT born in Herts Stevenage?)

1. Follow steps 1-4 above except choose the column BORN and select (CUSTOM). A CUSTOM AUTOFILTER window will appear which offers several boxes after the statement "Show rows where Born".

2. Select the arrow on the first box. You will be offered a number of choices from a dropdown menu. Choose Does not contain.
3. In the box to the right select Herts. Then click on OK. 

4. The screen should now list all the people who were born outside Hertfordshire. You can further refine this by selecting (CUSTOM) from the City/Town column and following the steps above to select Does not contain and Stevenage. Click on OK.
5. To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.
USING A MORE DETAILED CUSTOM FILTER: (Show all the people who are aged between 13 and 20)

1. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the column from which you want to get the information eg. AGE (Column H). A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select (CUSTOM). A CUSTOM AUTOFILTER window will appear which offers several boxes after a statement such as "Show rows where age is". 

6. Select the arrow on the first box. You will be offered a number of choices from a dropdown menu eg. EQUALS or IS LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO. Select which choice you need eg. IS GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 

7. In the box to the right select a further term eg. 13. 

8. Go to the next box below. Select the further term you want eg. IS LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO. 

9. Go to the last box. Select a further number eg. 20. Then click on OK.

10. The screen should now list all the people between the ages of 13 and 20.

11. To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.

USING TWO FILTERS: (How many Heads of households are women?)

1. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the column (Relations) from which you want to get the information. A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select the term eg. HEAD that you want.

6. The screen should now list all the HEADS of families.

7. Click on the arrow of the second column that you want (in this case Sex). Select F from the submenu.

8. The screen should now list all the HEADS of families who are FEMALE.

9. To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.
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