HODDESDON HIGH ST 1890S Activities and  Worksheets


WHAT ABOUT THE WOMEN? 

Investigation: What can we learn from looking at Hoddesdon High St in the 1890s about women’s lives in Victorian times? 
How can we find out about women’s lives in Hoddesdon in the 1890s? One way is to search the database. Go to the title page of Hoddesdon High St and click on Database Search. Select 

Place: Hoddesdon

Date: all

Source: all

Topic: Women

Then click on Submit Query. Items from the database will appear on the screen. To see the item, click on the blue words or link and the source and its commentary will appear on your screen. 

Photographs:

Look at all or some of the photographs on the database. What do you see women doing? Complete the following table:

Transport
Work
Leisure
Health
Home life
Other



































































































Census:

How do we find all the women in High St in the 1891 census? 

We can filter the census spreadsheet so that only the women appear on the screen. Then we can filter it further so only women of 14 or over appear on the screen. This will help us find out what sorts of work women did in Hoddesdon in 1891.

TO USE THE FILTER INSTRUCTIONS

From the Database Search page select Hoddesdon; 1850-1900; Official Records, Census Returns. Submit Query. Look at the image of the Census Return then click on the Transcript link. 
USING AN AUTO FILTER: (Show only all the women)

1. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the SEX column. A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select the term FEMALE.

6. The screen should now list all the FEMALES in Hoddesdon High St. If you want to save this list select SAVE AS from the FILE menu. It will ask you to give the list a name (you could call it ‘females’). 

To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.

USING A CUSTOM FILTER: (Show only all the women aged 14 or over)

1. Go to your saved list of females. Click on the top row of the spreadsheet page. The row will be highlighted.

2. Go to the DATA menu and the FILTER submenu. Click on AUTOFILTER. 

3. Arrows will appear on the top of the columns along the top row.

4. Click on the arrow of the AGE column. A submenu of all the terms in that column will appear. 

5. Select the term (Custom)

6. A new window will appear that will offer you some more choices. It will say “Show rows where: AGE … there will be a box with an arrow symbol below this. Click on the arrow symbol and select IS GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO. Go to the next box to the right and click on the arrow. Select 14. Then click on OK. 

7. The screen should now list all the FEMALES in Hoddesdon High St. who are aged 14 or over.

8. If you want to save this list select SAVE AS from the file menu and give this list another name , e.g. adultfemales. You can also print out these lists. 

To return to the original unfiltered data go back to the DATA menu and select SHOW ALL.

WHAT WORK DID WOMEN DO? Can the census help?

You can use the filter on occupation to find out the sorts of work women do. Fill in the table below:

OCCUPATIONAL GROUP
OCCUPATIONAL SUB-GROUP
NUMBERS

EDUCATION
Teaching, school mistress, governess


DOMESTIC SERVICE
Maid, domestic, laundress, cook, nursemaid, charwoman


IN CHARGE OF A SHOP, INN, HOTEL
Draper, grocer, manager, innkeeper


EMPLOYED IN A SHOP
Shop assistant


SKILLED TRADE
Milliner, dressmaker, upholstress 


LEARNING A TRADE
Apprentice


AGRICULTURE
Farmer


OTHER
Any other work


NO OCCUPATION
Living on own means, scholar


NO OCCUPATION
No occupation listed on census


How many married women work? 

Do another filter: 

1. Select married

2. Select female

How many married women are listed in the census as having an occupation? Don’t include wives living on their own means?

Mary Rainbird, wife, no occupation?

Is it true that married women in Hoddesdon did not work? The census seems to show this. To test out how accurate the census is as far as women’s work is concerned, find Mary Rainbird at Spitalbrook in the census. Write down her details and her husband’s occupation. Now go to the database and select Hoddesdon; 1850-1900, printed sources – newspapers; society – women. Click on submit query. In the sources that appear, find one called ‘Stealing a Cricket Bat’. Read the newspaper article “A Bad Boy Sent to a Reformatory”. Now what else do we know about Mary Rainbird? Why do you think that the census did not record her occupation?

What about widows? Did they have work? 

Do another filter: 

1. Select widow

2. Select female

How many widows are listed in the census as having an occupation? Don’t include widows living on their own means.

What was the age of the youngest working female? How many girls 14 and over are still at school or scholars? 

What was the age of the oldest working woman? There were no old age pensions in the 1890s. What are the effects of  this in Hoddesdon?  

What else can we find out about women’s work?

Find Barbara Miles in the 1891 census. (Go to FIND in the EDIT menu and type in MILES and then click on FIND NEXT.) Did she have an occupation? What was her husband’s occupation? Now go to the database and select Hoddesdon; 1850-1900, unofficial records – business records; society – women. Click on submit query. In the sources that appear, find one called The Bull. What happened to William Miles in 1891? What does this source tell us about Barbara’s work after that? Look for a newspaper report on 25 April 1891. What else does this tell us about Barbara Miles? 

Barbara Miles: wife, mother and worker? 

Did families have more or less children than the average today? The census does not record those children who were no longer at home or who have died so it is difficult to get accurate numbers from the census of family sizes. Look at the case of the Miles family who ran The Bull. Find them in the 1891 census. How many children do they have living with them? Where and when was Barbara born? Where were the children born? What does this say about Barbara’s married life until she came to Hoddesdon? Sometimes other sources such as obituaries (information about the life of someone who has died) can help us get more accurate information. Look at the newspaper report about William Miles on 25 April 1891. How old was William Miles when he got married? Check the census for Barbara’s age in 1891. How old was Barbara when she got married? How many children did the Miles’ family have? Were they all still alive in 1891? Find a photograph of The Bull hotel. Barbara Miles was listed in the 1908 Directory as still running the Bull hotel. How old was she then? By 1914 she has left the Bull. With all this information you can make up a timeline of Barbara’s life as we know it. Here is one started for you. 

WHEN?
WHERE?
WHAT?

About 1852
Shatti Heath, Lancashire
Barbara was born



Barbara married William Miles 

What else might we want to find out? Where else might we find other information? 

Barbara moved around England a lot during her marriage. Are there any clues in her husband’s occupation that might explain why they moved so much? 

On a map of England mark in when and where she was born, when and where her children were born and when and where she lived. 

What happened to Emily Elizabeth Draper?

Search the database to find the source called ‘In Memoriam’ on 22 April 1894 (society records). Look at the source. Look at the 1891 Census and see what you can discover about Emily Draper. She was the same age as Barbara Miles and lived across the High St at the same time. Where was she born? In what year? How old was she when she died? How many children did she have living in 1891? How old was she when she had her first child?  Look at the gaps in ages between the children. Do you think she may have had more children who did not live? Can you find a photograph of her house on the database? What she died from? The card doesn’t tell us. We need to look for another source. Her death was announced in the Hertfordshire Mercury of 28 April 1894:
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Looking further there is another announcement:

Now can we know why Emily Draper died? We also know the

name she was known by. What would happen to her children?
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Who poisoned Rose Florence Cock?

Look at the newspaper sources for Hoddesdon and find the report dated 1 February 1895. The story of Rose’s death tells us a lot about women’s lives at the end of the 19th century. Thomas and Rose Cock do not appear in the 1891 census in Hoddesdon nor are they listed in the 1895 Directory. However Thomas is in the 1898 and 1899 Directories: a harness maker in the High St. Check the 1902 Directory in the database. Is he still in Hoddesdon? Because they were not in the High St in 1891 we do not know where Thomas and Rose came from, nor the ages or names of their children. But the newspaper report tells us how many children Rose has in 1895 and how old she was. 

Imagine you are members of the jury. Make a list of the facts of the case:




Who died? (name, age, address,  etc)


When did she die?


Where did she die?


What did she do in the 24 hours before she died?


When did she first become sick?


What treatment did she receive?


Who saw what happened?








Now make a list of the witnesses and decide how reliable or unreliable they might be. Would you like to ask Mrs Hare some questions as well?

What are all the possible causes of Rose’s death? What evidence is there for or against any of these causes?

Possible Causes of Death
Evidence for or against this cause




On the evidence, what do you think was the cause of Rose’s death? As a jury, get the class to vote.

In 1895 the jury asked to have Rose’s stomach contents analysed. Why did they want to do this?

The Hertfordshire Mercury reported on the results of the letter to the Home Secretary on 23 February. The Home Secretary believed that the case did not need a public analysis. The Coroner Mr Sworder had tried to get an analysis done but the costs was ten guineas (£10/10/-) and the County would only pay 2 guineas. Given this, what verdict do you as the jury decide? 

The 1895 jury decided that Rose had died from collapse brought about by sickness and vomiting. 

Tinned food was becoming more popular. What public health warnings about tinned food might you recommend to prevent anyone else becoming ill? You might like to design a public health poster to give people in 1895 more information about safe food handling and risks of contamination. 
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