HOODESDON HIGH ST 1890S Teaching and Learning Resources


WHERE AM I NOW? WHERE WAS I THEN?

USING ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS

TEACHERS’ NOTES

There are several maps of Hoddesdon on the database:

· the 1898 Ordnance Survey Map, 2nd edition

· the 1878 Ordnance Survey Map, 1st edition

· an 1850 Street Plan published in 1908

· a map showing Hoddesdon and Broxbourne before 1500

· a map showing Hoddesdon and Broxbourne between 1500 and 1900 

The Ordnance Survey Map of 1898 is divided into:

1. map of the whole of the High St from Spitalbrook to Duke St

2. close-up of the north end of the High St to Esdale House

A good introductory activity is to give the students an opportunity to get to know the High St in the late 19th century and how it has altered over the past hundred years. Give them a map of Hoddesdon as it is today and either a copy of one of the 19th century maps or they can work from the ones on screen. Students can use the mouse or arrow keys to move around the town on the screen. Ask them to work out where the 19th century street fits onto the modern map. Highlight the line of the 19th century High St on the modern map.

Identify and highlight in different colours the following:

· Non-commercial buildings such as schools, churches, chapels, etc

· Commercial buildings such as the brewery, shops, public houses, etc

· Houses which were not part of the commercial district such as Esdale, Rawdon, Woodlands, etc.

Can they identify and list the similarities and differences between Hoddesdon High St then and now? If you lived in High St in 1898 where would you go to school? How would you get there? Where would you shop? If your father worked in the brewery or on an estate like ‘Woodlands’ or for john Hunt building houses on the new St Catherine’s Estate, where would he work and how would he get there? Before the mains water was connected, where did your mother get the water from to do the washing?

Compare the maps of before 1500, after 1500, 1850, 1878, 1898 and today. Between what periods have the most changes taken place and what were the major changes of each period? Can they think of reasons for these changes? Is there any feature or building which has survived through most of these periods? 

Map Key:

Spring
Sp.
Foot Path
F.P.

Well
W
Bridle Road
B.R.

Trough
Tr.
Water Main, Weighing Machine
W.M.

Sluice
Sl.
Sundial
S.D

Mile Stone
M.S.
Public House
P.H.

Pump
P
Draw Well
D.W.

Signal Post
S.P.
Cistern
Cis

Guide Post
G.P.
Water Plug
W.P.

Letter Box
L.B.
Lamp Post
L.P.

Foot Bridge
F.B.
Fountain
Fn

Mile Post
M.P.
Post Office
P.O.
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