HODDESDON HIGH ST 1890s Teaching and Learning Resources


HERTFORDSHIRE IN THE 1890s

History Learning Resources on the Grid 

for Key Stages 2 and 3

This project provides teachers with new learning resources related to National Curriculum content for pupils at Key Stages 2 and 3 on the Victorians in Hertfordshire. It consists of three parts:

· Stevenage 1890-1900 Key Stage 3

· Tring Epidemic 1899 Key Stage 2

· Hoddesdon High Street 1890-1900 Key Stage 2

While the range and focus of the material in each section (and the Teachers’ Notes and Learning Activities) have been designed with specific Key Stages in mind, each contains resources suitable for both Key Stage 2 and 3 students. 

Each part consists of a database of digitised sources including Ordnance Survey maps, 1891 census returns, newspaper articles, photographs, official documents, directories, advertisements, and other local records and transcripts. There are also Teachers’ Notes and Teaching and Learning Activities. 

Students are offered the opportunity to develop their ICT, history and literacy skills whilst investigating the ways their local area changed during the late Victorian era and some of the reasons for those changes.  

The project has been developed by staff at Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS) in partnership with teachers at the following Hertfordshire Schools

Dundale JMI School, Tring

Sheredes School, Hoddesdon

Roselands School Hoddesdon

and funded by the Department of Education and Employment (DfEE). Various museums and individuals have also contributed material and advice to the project: Stevenage Museum, Miss M. Asbhy, Mr R. Warner-Smith, St Nicholas’ School, Stevenage, Jill Fowler, Mike Bass and Keith Impey,  Bishopswood School, Tring, Lowewood Museum and Mr D. Dent. 

HODDESDON HIGH ST 1890s

TEACHERS’ NOTES

Key Stage 2 – Victorian Britain

National Curriculum Study Unit 3a:

· A study of the impact of significant individuals, events and changes in work and transport on the lives of men, women and children from different sections of society
National Curriculum Study Unit 5:
· Local History Study – investigating how an aspect in the local area has changed over a long period of time.

Pupils should be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT to support their learning in history.
· Investigation: What can we learn from looking at Hoddesdon High St in the 1890s about how people’s lives changed in Victorian times? How has the High St changed over the past century since 1900? 
Hoddesdon High St 1890s consists of a database of over 150 sources from a variety of documents. Each source has a unique commentary and these can be printed out.  There is also an interactive tour of the High St based on the 1898 Ordnance Survey Map and photographs of various views and buildings. In addition there are guides to using the database, to searching and filtering the Excel spreadsheets of the 1891 Census and Teaching and Learning Resources and Ideas. There are also examples online of teachers’ and pupils’ work based on this part of the project. If you would like to contribute to this section please contact Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS).

BEFORE YOU START:

DATABASE
The database consists of over a hundred and fifty sources including Ordnance Survey maps, the 1891 Census of the High Street, records from the Urban District Council, newspaper articles and advertisements, correspondence and petitions regarding the weekly cattle market and proposed changes to the drainage and paving of the street. There are also many photographs of Hoddesdon High St in the 1890s and later as well as prints and drawings of earlier views. Become familiar with the content and structure of the database yourself before you use it with a class. You may wish to specifically select certain sources and direct your pupils to these or you may wish to design your own database search activities. The level of guidance required to use the database will obviously depend on your students, their range of abilities and ICT competence. The database has been designed to support a much broader subject and time range than the Victorians and therefore the search categories tend to be general rather than specific.  

There are several Activity Sheets that you can use with your students or better still, use as the basis for designing your own investigation and tasks. If you have been studying another local area in Britain then the material on Hoddesdon may provide some interesting comparisons. You can also mix the sources (for example, the Census Returns or maps or photographs of the High streets) on Stevenage, Tring and Hoddesdon to provide a wider context for comparison. You can use the material online or print out parts that you wish to focus on. Look at the Teaching and Learning Resources for Stevenage and Tring for other ideas. 

TOUR
This is an interactive map of the High Street in 1898 with links to photographs of views and buildings all along the street. The tour starts at Spital Brook in the south and moves north along the west side of the High St to St Catherine’s Church, then turns south and returns along the east side to Spital Brook. To accompany this there is an abridged account of a walk along the High Street in 1908 from Tregelles’ history of Hoddeson and a location grid Changes Over Time which brings together pre-1891 and 1891 census returns, the various historical sources on the High St and the 20th century. The student sheet has the Present section of the grid left blank. The teachers one has some of the current locations filled in. This is as accurate as we have been able to make it from existing sources but there may still be be errors – it is very difficult to reconstruct the exact layout of a street and the location of all the shops over a century later! Teachers can download this guide and adapt it as they wish. For example students can complete the Present column for themselves as they walk the High St. You can use it as the basis for a Walking Tour worksheet which asks them to note buildings that have survived from the 1890s, changes that have occurred in those buildings and features that have been preserved. They may also like to construct their own ‘interactive map’ of the present day using views taken with a digital camera or do an 1890s-1900s comparison with 2000s. There are some specific activities on women in the 1890s which you will also be able to use and adapt.

SKILLS

· Developing a sense of chronology

· Investigating how the High Street and living conditions changed in Hoddesdon over time particularly in reference to commercial and town planning matters.

· Asking and answering questions from a variety of information sources on the intranet and hard copies including ordnance survey maps, 1891 census extracts, photographs, official papers and letters, newspaper articles, directories and local board of health and urban district council papers.

· Developing vocabulary – words associated with local history studies, Victorian shops and businesses, commerce and trade, fashion and food, management of markets and traffic, building, sanitation and public health.

· Using computers, including word processing, spreadsheets and database searching.

POSSIBLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Identifying the changes in the High Street from the 1890s to the present – road layout, public facilities, types of shops and businesses, local industry, transport, etc.

· Creating Victorian business cards, business stationery and letterheads and advertisements using examples on the database.

· Creating posters for public information, for example, Rules of the Cattle Market, Fines for Breaking Street Lamps, local council matters.

· Hold a public debate on the issue of retaining the market in the Market Place in the High Street or moving it outside the town – arguments for and against and a poll. This discussion and poll did happen in 1890s and there are ballot cards, a petition and voting instructions and election results on the database. You might like to have different groups in the class represent different pressure groups and views: the butchers, the cattle dealers, the farmers, the residents, the other shopkeepers, the public health inspector, mothers of small children, the local primary schools, etc. Each group could prepare a campaign to present their views and a ‘How to Vote’ card for distribution. The photographs could also be used as evidence for or against the market.

· Notices and articles for local newspapers on the High Street and advertisements for certain shops and businesses compared to advertising today

· Using a digital (or ordinary) camera, taking photographs from the same or similar position as the ones taken in the 1890s on the database. Noting changes and things that have not changed. Writing captions for the modern images comparing them to the 1890s ones. With a digital camera they could create a virtual tour on the computer. 

· Listing the types of businesses and shops in the High Street today and comparing them to the 1890s – what has changed about the types of businesses and shops?

· Create a modern shopping list for 10 or 15 basic items that you can buy in the High Street now. How many of these could you buy in the 1890s?

· Labelling the 1890s map to locate the businesses then, cross-referencing this with the 1891 census of High St and the 1891 Directory – who lives or trades where? What occupations do they follow, how many people live in each house?

· Walk in the High St to study physical environment, buildings and how it has changed in the last 100 years with reference to 19th century maps.

· Role play/drama – council meeting about local issues such as the market, the street lighting, the kerbing with concerned local residents protesting and demanding action, etc.

· Students could be given a certain amount of ‘old money’ and sent virtual shopping along the High Street for basic food items, or for clothing, or for a special event, for example, a birthday party or Christmas. See the sheet ‘What did it cost in the 1890s?’

· Problem solving – a list of 5 or 10 basic items, or chores (for example, buying a stamp, a loaf of bread, a newspaper, having a cup of tea, order a delivery of coal, get your son’s boots repaired, buying a kipper, buying your daughter a pair of gloves, buying a bottle of ‘Hayllar’s Cough Specific’, buying pipe cleaners for your father’s pipe, buying a packet of leek or radish seeds, etc) how far would you have to go along the High Street in order to accomplish all these from a particular starting point? See the Activity Sheet ‘Shopping 1890s’.
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