Hoddesdon High Street 1890s Teaching and Learning Resources


A SURVEY OF THE HIGH STREET in 1908

“ … though  no doubt the old houses are in many cases cramped, dark, and inconvenient, it is to be hoped that some way of using them without destruction will be found possible, so as to preserve, as long as they will stand, the old-world aspect of the ancient street.” J.A. Tregelles 1908.

From south to north along the west side of High Street

We begin at the south, and enter Hoddesdon where Spital Brook, now passing under a bridge, used to need fording.

Taking the west or left side of the road, we have a group of cottages, built on ”Spitals” by Mr John Warner to give the effect of a Gothic entrance to the sloping ground behind. Next is a row of small cottages showing by their position how the road dipped to the brook. Above this, now Woodlands, renamed when Mr John Warner built the present house, laid out the grounds with much taste, and made good use of the springs which break out of the hillside opposite. The next house, Miss Warner’s, built about 1750 was never specially named. Adjoining this came a group of small tenements, one of them now called Elm Place, mostly built in the 17th or late 16th century, still showing the staples where its sign, “The Dolphin” used to hang on the front. Like the other old inns, it brewed its own beer. When some alterations were being made in 1892 a hoard of twopenny pieces, the little store of serving man or maid, came to light behind some panelling. Elm Place was doubtless named from two fine elms which stood here, one on either side of the highway, forming a gateway to the town. 

North of Cock Lane we come to the Grange. Built before 1500, it belonged in the reign of Henry VIII to William Cook and was then known as the Cock. It was an inn for many years and was bought in 1591 by William Thurgood or Thorowgood. Cock Lane ran in those days close to the stables and house when the house was much smaller than now. In 1852 the lane was changed to its present position. In 1854 it was bought by Robert Warner who also owned Rawdon House and other adjoining properties and it was leased by Mrs Faithfull, widow of the Rector of Hatfield. A boys’ school was transferred to the Grange which she carried on with the help of her son-in-law the Rev. C.G. Chittenden. The school was continued until 1905 when it moved to Sussex. The 5 Balfour brothers were students here. In 1872 Robert Warner sold the Grange and other property to Robert Barclay, Esquire, whose estate it adjoins.

Next to the Cock came Thurgoods, named after a tenant before 1500, and next again, the Birdbolt Inn, now Hoddesdon Villa, where the Middle Class Academy is carried on. Next to this, and beside what is now the garden of Sherborne House (Mr Beck’s), ran a narrow way to Lowfield, long since enclosed. Sherborne House, which was built in 1760, stands on the site of a small house owned in 1573 by J. Mitchell, a wealthy butcher and next to it to the north stood “The Stone House”. Next to it to the north, the Golden Lion occupies the site of a house known for many years before 1535 as “The White Hinde”, and almost certainly not then an inn.

The next house, now Mr Frogley’s, is known as Laurel House. The premises lately occupied by Mr Lock first appear in 1530 as “Sharnbrooks” and the present house was built in 1860. The next houses northwards, now Hayllar’s, Dawson’s, and Turner & Co., stand where there used to be two houses described in 1518 as “two cottages called Mottes and Dies belonging to Hoddesdonbury manor”. In 1728 Mott had become the Red Lion Inn which stood until 1860. 

The house at the south end of Brockett Road (a recent name for this lane which was merely a way into Lowfield) still has some of the ancient wattle and daub work about it. The corner house north of the old lane was once held by a Sharnbrook, and its successor was taken down in 1892, as a result of a public subscription, in order to improve the lane. The present corner house, formerly Sharples Bank, now Barclay & Co., belonged to Geddings manor was an inn about 1600.

The next two houses, between the Bank and the Congregational Chapel, formerly belonged, one to Baas manor and one to the Duchy of Lancaster. Next to this (now the Congregational Chapel) stood the George Inn. The old Post Office and the British School occupied part of the inn property which stood as the George Inn until 1846. The next house is now Mrs Hare’s. 

Next again northwards, the house and shop, long occupied by James Tuck, now by G. Turner, was in 1467 held by Thomas Rich. It was then called “The Falcon on the Hope (hoop)”. It appears also as the Falcon on the Ring and later as the Falcon. On being used as an inn at the end of the seventeenth century its name was changed to the Griffin, but that name was shortly afterwards taken on by a house opposite. 

Next to the north stood three houses at one time part of the Thurgood property, the third now forming the two occupied by Mr J.W. Nicholls and Mr Eason, at some time an inn. 

So we reach the last three houses south of Lords Lane. These were all inns at one time, the first, now Mr Roberts’, being the Checkers, whose orchard stretched back some way behind the present Friends’ Meeting House. A curious implement was recently discovered here when altering a very old fireplace. It is made of the leg-bone of a young ox fitted with a small strap for hanging on a nail, the bone worn quite smooth and polished by being used for stirring a pot probably hanging over the fire. It is 11 and a half inches long and belongs to Mr J.W. Nicholls.

The next house, now the Bull Inn, was in 1575 called the Bell. As the Bull it became one of the two chief inns of the town, with its sign hanging over the road from a beam which was supported at the outer end by the Market House, built in 1620 and pulled down in 1834, when the sign was altered to its present form. 

The next house, the Dolphin of 1378, had probably been joined to the Bell by the 16th century. Lords Lane was diverted in 1852 to give the owner of the house at High Leigh, Mr Charles Webb, a driveway and more privacy. Mr Webb, who was a manufacturer of gold lace and made large profits out of the Crimean War, built the centre and chief part of the present mansion. The row of elms across from the corner of Rosehill to the courtyard shows the old line of the lane. Robert Barclay bought the property in 1871, enlarged the house, extended and improved the gardens and organised a better water supply. He also improved Lords Lane by removing some copyhold cottages opposite Rosehill. In the autumn of 1880 the avenue of beech trees was planted by Mr Barclay and the old narrow footpath is now the ditch to one of the most beautiful walks in the place. In 1883 the plane trees were planted and the cricket and football ground laid out for the public benefit. The lodge entrance in Cock Lane, the bridges over Spital Brook and most of the ornamental water between them were formed in 1894-5.

Continuing north along the High Street from Lords Lane, the corner now occupied by the Coffee Tavern was once the site of a farmhouse called “Grace’s” and at this corner the old Hertford Road once began, leaving a ‘green’ between it and the Chapel. Next to Grace’s stands the Swan, whose sign once spanned the road. The smithy adjoining once belonged to the Thurgoods, and apparently once stood detached on Hoddesdon Green, before the inn was built.

North of the smithy is an inn which has more history attached to it than any other in Hoddesdon, the Salisbury Arms, opposite the clock tower. Existing in the early part of the sixteenth century as the Star, it appears as “The Black Lyon” in 1578 and was called this until well into the nineteenth century, when it was renamed. It was the traditional meeting place of the maltmen of Hertford after the Hoddesdon market. Early in the nineteenth century, when there were highwaymen and thieves on Hertford Heath, the travellers would gather here and then ride home together for protection. This was the third inn having a sign beam spanning the road (the Bull, the Swan, the Black Lion), the distance between the first and the last being just over a hundred yards. The Salisbury Arms sign was put up in 1828, the Black Lion sign having fallen one stormy night. The oak beam which spanned the road and half the footpath was 42 feet between the bearings and 14 inches square. The beam was taken down in 1875. The inn had its own brewhouse until the mid-century when Messrs. Christie, Hunt and Back, owners of the Hoddesdon Brewery, bought the inn and supplied their own malt liquor.

The next building of interest is Middleton House, once an inn called the Queen’s Head until 1852. Paul’s Lane was then Jordons Lane. Parts of Hoddesdon Parish Church date back to 1732 when it was built as a chapel of ease. The building was bought by the inhabitants in 1822 and consecrated as chapel of ease to the parishes of Broxbourne and Great Amwell. The Burial Ground was consecrated in 1844 and the church was enlarged in 1849 and again in 1860 when the chancel was added. The tower was built in 1888 and the new vicarage in 1894. A final peal of bells was hung in 1901, given by the Christie family in memory of their parents. The Reverend Philip Esme Stewart Holland has been the vicar since 1881.

The Maidenhead, at the corner facing the Clock Tower was bought by Marmaduke Rawdon in 1622. Passing behind the Clock Tower, the corner adjoining the Maidenhead, which was part of Goldington’s manor, there was a house which was pulled down many years ago. A Market House stood in the market place in front of the White Hart inn opposite the Bull from about 1634 until 1833 and the Town Hall or Clock House was built in 1837. It contains prison cells on the ground floor in use until a police station was built, and a meeting room above. Very soon after the removal of the Market House, the Thursday weekly market died away.

The present flourishing cattle market, started in 1886 by Mr. Bridgman, the auctioneer, with the help of the late Mr. Christie, did not replace the older market. It is held on a different day (Wednesday) and south of the original marketplace.

North to South along the east side of the High Street

Returning southward we reach what is now Bell Lane. The corner house is now and since 1660, the Bell Inn or Blue Bell. Next but one to the Bell was a tenement and here in 1663 was an inn called the Four Feathers, now part of the Brewery, and adjoining it was the “Thatched House” of Izaak Walton. No doubt the title was used to distinguish it from the tiled buildings of the town. 

Of late years one of the most important industries of the town has been the brewery of Messrs. Christie & Co. In earlier times every inn and many private houses brewed its own ale and the first mention of a brewery on this site was in 1736. “Mr Plomer’s Brewhouse” was Izaac Walton’s “Thatched House” now the Brewery offices. The firm of Christie & Cathrow took up the brewing business in 1803 and rapidly extended it by buying up many houses and adding to the brewery premises. In 1842 when Mr. Cathrow died, the brewery and its inns were bought by Peter Christie (nephew of the original owner William Christie), John Back and Robert Hunt. A new brewery building was put up and the older part of the present premises was built. Peter Christie died in 1865 and then his son Charles Peter Christie, born in 1829, became the sole owner until his death in 1898. The business is now carried on by a private company.   

Next was a row of five small almshouses built in 1440, which stood behind the jutting block of buildings in the market place (a growth from the market stalls) and which were in use until 1841 when they were sold. The Middle Row was demolished in 1857.

Next, and last in Amwell parish on this side of the way, stands the house long occupied by the late Thomas Dymock. Next to it, exactly opposite Lords Lane, was the old way leading into Lampit Field, with a gatehouse over it, now the yard entrance. The present lane known as Conduit Lane, but then very narrow, was taken into general use for access to the meads and river. The White Hart public house stood partly in the parish of Amwell and partly in Broxbourne parish. In the fifteenth century the Market Cross used to stand opposite the White Hart. Next to it was another inn, the White Horse and next again the White Swan. Less information is known about these and the houses next to them. 

[No.76] “Stanboroughs” or “Stanborowes” is the next house of interest, named after Thomas Stanborowe, a horse dealer, who appears in the records in 1363. Although the family disappeared by 1460, the name stayed with the house which was built in 1637 on the site of an earlier one. In the nineteenth century part of it was used as a training home for servant girls. 

The next two tenements, now much subdivided, include the site of the Post Office which was built in 1893, and the two houses next to it. The buildings which used to be on the site of the Post Office were typical of the Hoddesdon of about 1700. 

The next houses occupied by the (late) Misses Ottey, Mr. Scott Moncrieff, and Mr. Hodson became an inn in 1704 later known as the Rose and Crown. The stables of the inn were demolished in 1842, when the most southerly of the houses was built. It was in the red brick house next to this that John Loudon McAdam lived from 1825 to 1836. [No.68]

Next again, on the site of the present house belonging to Mr. John Alfred Hunt, was a house known as Hogges Hall. [No.64] It seemed to be the manor house of the Mandeville manor of Domesday.

The house next to it but one is known as “The Limes”. It was in early times called Cross Keys, and was occupied by Edmund Hoddesdon or Barnet. 

Next to the Cross Keys stands a house with a curious history. It has now for many years been lived in by doctors and is noticeable for the woodwork of the entrance doorway, a good example of what is called Queen Anne style – in this case 1743 and Georgian. [No.56] It was built by John Borham and his initials appear over the door. The following doctors have occupied the house: Locke, Harrison, Gosse (who emigrated to Australia) and the late Robert Ingram Stevens (1853-1898), Manning and Sturge.

Next, and where Esdale House stands, were several tenements, one of which belonged to James Esdaile about 1800. [Catholic Church]. The late Charles Peter Christie bought the property, pulled down the earlier houses and in 1877 built a residence he names Esdale House.

At the end of the sixteenth century the three houses and their gardens which stood where Rawdon House now stands belonged to various members of the Thurgood (Thorowgood] family. Marmaduke Rawdon came from Yorkshire and married Elizabeth Thorowgood and in 1622 he built the house once known as Hoddesdon House. Many alterations, restoration and redecoration were done in 1879 and 1887 by Henry Ricardo who owned the house from 1875-1892. It was sold to C.P. Christie in 1895 and was unoccupied for three years. In 1898 it was bought by Miss White for the Order of the Nuns of St Augustine and renamed St Monica’s Priory. The oak panelling and all the fine chimney pieces have been removed and sold and a corrugated iron addition built which spoils the look of the mansion.

South of Rawdon House we come to a pair of ancient houses whose upper storey overhangs the footway. Here in 1605 stood a house called “The Elm,” which was later divided into two houses. Mr. McKenzie lived and died in the southern of these two houses, now called “Yew Arbour” and his offices are now occupied by the Urban Council.

This brings us to Yew House, a name given in 1800 from a yew tree which stood by the house, overhanging the road until 1890. One of the occupiers of this house in the early 19th century was Edward Christian who was a professor in the East India College, Haileybury. His younger brother was Fletcher Christian, master’s mate on board the “Bounty” and leader of the famous mutiny in 1789. The Yewlands Estate is made up of land which once belonged to an ancient homestead and in 1500 there was a row of houses, three of which stood on parts of an earlier tenement known as Sewalls. There is a curious well in the kitchen garden of Yew House known as Tinkers Well which probably dates from the seventeenth century. It was a public well and approached by Tinkers Lane, the way into South Field, which has been closed for many years. Much of Yew House dates from the seventeenth century but it was refronted about the middle of the nineteenth century. The greater part of Sewalls has been laid out as a building estate under the name of Yewlands, but the house known as South End was not part of that. 

The next property, now occupied by Mr. Warner’s “Cottage” [Swiss Cottage] and St Cross, and crossed by the church path, was within living memory an open field containing a house and barn. Immediately south of it lay the Hospital property. One part of this is a field now belonging to Mr. Warner and the other part, east of the path, to Mr. Drake and is planted.

Below these Hospital closes lay Nicholl Field, now part of the St. Catherine’s Estate. This estate has been laid out and built over by Mr. J.A. Hunt of Hoddesdon, and his brother Mr. Thomas Hunt of ware, and makes an interesting and picturesque little suburb to Hoddesdon.

A disused arm of the New River almost matches the southern boundary of this land, while the middle of Spital Brook now divides the civil parishes of Hoddesdon and Broxbourne. 

This ends our survey of the main street of Hoddesdon.    

Adapted and abridged from 

A History of Hoddesdon in the County of Hertfordshire 

being a Survey of that Hamlet from the Earliest Times with an Account of its Ancient Manors and its Inhabitants
by J.A. Tregelles, from manuscripts prepared and collected by the late Alexander McKenzie, 

Hertford (1908).
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