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Literacy and ICT Resource Guidance
Overview of Unit – Traditional Tales & Fairy Stories

Developing Speaking and Listening and building links through this to Writing – Year 1
2 weeks –Based on Cinderella but can be adapted to cover any traditional tale or Fairy Tale.
Cross curricular links – DT (Puppets) and Music (Sing up)
	PHASE 1
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Session 1
	Strand 1 – Speaking

Experiment and build new stores of words to communicate in different contexts.
Strand 1 – Speaking. Retell stories, ordering events using story language. 

	Discuss re-told, traditional and fairy stories. 
Talk about the structure of the story (situation, problem, resolution). 
Teacher tells the story verbally. 
Children discuss with talk partners what makes the verbal retelling interesting – gesture, tone of voice etc.  
Use pictures of main events in the story to help children retell that part of the story. Encourage children to use voices. Record the story as they perform it. Play back to the children and discuss. In discussion with children teacher makes a note of interesting words/story language used on a “living display” wall.
	Big book. 

Pictures of each main event.
Digital sound recorder or Dictaphone. 

Living display wall – or electronic version.- see WOW words wall on IWB slides.
Over these weeks play a talking book at the end of the day when the children are getting ready for home. There are a variety of short stories available on CD attached to books. 
Both Waterstones (high street) and Amazon (online) have a good selection of talking books.

Some other sites to try are:

http://www.talkingbooks.co.uk/   (select the children’s section).

Some of the books have a [image: image1.png]


 which indicates that you can listen to a clip of the book before you buy.  You can also pay and then choose to download an MP3 or WMA version of the book.

	2
	Strand 1 – Speaking

Experiment and build new stores of words to communicate in different contexts.
Strand 3 – Group discussion and interaction. Take turns to speak, listen to others’ suggestions.

Strand 7 – Understanding and interpreting texts.
Identify the main events and characters in stories.

Strand 8 – Engaging with and responding to texts.

Visualise and comment on characters.

	Provide children with pictures of the main characters from the text (on IWB).
 Discuss who characters are and annotate on the IWB with describing words for one character. 

Split class into groups. Give each group a large picture of a different character with space for annotation. Ask them to repeat the main activity for their character. 

Review and discuss descriptions and teacher to add interesting words onto the “living display” wall (+ annotated pictures if space).
	Main character pictures on the IWB (2 slides – I with lots of character, 1 with one character and annotation space).
Large pictures of different characters with annotation space around – 1 for each group.

Pre-cut strips of paper to write and stick on the display or electronic version (see WOW words wall).   x

	3
	Strand 4 – Drama
Explore characters through improvisation and role-play.
Strand 8 – Engaging with and responding to texts.

Visualise and comment on characters.


	Review work done yesterday and the word wall built up so far (with the different colour strips). Have a selection of characters on the IWB. Ask class for suggestions of what the character might say. Children to tap on the characters to see what they say. Discuss the content.
Use talk partners to come up with own ideas.

Provide simple props. Children select a prop and say a sentence with correct content and voice (where able). Record their speaking on Audacity. Photograph the child holding the prop.
	IWB slides with pictures and related phrases for each character embedded.
Simple props dependent on story characters – wand, cloak, variety of hats, magic wand etc.

Camera and sound recorder.

Pictures and speech bubbles for the “living display”.

Cross Curricular link - Music

 Use the “Have you bought your xxx voice?” and “Chop Chop Choppity Chop” songs from the Sing Up music resources to encourage all children to practise using different voices and adapting them to different characters.

At the end of this session select a few of the photographs with the sound track and a speech bubble on to the IWB for use in the next lesson.

	4
	Strand 8 – Engaging with and responding to texts.

Visualise and comment on characters.

Strand 9 – Creating and shaping texts.
Find and use interesting words and phrases including story language.

Strand 11 – Sentence structure and punctuation.
Compose and write simple sentences independently to communicate meaning.


	Review work done so far by showing photographs of the characters, their sound clips and speech bubbles from yesterday on the IWB. 
Look at some other examples of character descriptions (written version taken from other stories). Choose a story character and write a joint description of the character. 

Ask each child to choose another character from the Cinderella story (pictures on IWB from lesson 2) and write a description. 
	Character picture IWB slide from Lesson 2.

 

	PHASE 2
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Session 5
	Strand 4 – Drama

Explore characters through improvisation and role-play.

Act out well known stories using voices for characters.
Strand 9 – Creating and shaping texts.

Create short simple texts that combine words with images.


	Review speaking in Lesson 3. Review story characters on the IWB. Tap on some characters to see what they say. Repeat props exercise with a few children - say a sentence with correct content and voice.
Use talk partners to come up with own ideas.
Use speech bubble sheet. Each child selects a character and writes what they might say in the speech bubble. Share with class. 

	IWB Slide from lesson 3.
Props from lesson 3.

Blank ‘speech bubble’ sheets.


	6
	Strand 3 – Group discussion and interaction. 
Ask and answer questions, offer suggestions, take turns.

Strand 4 – Drama
Explore familiar characters through improvisation and role play.

Act out well known stories using voices for characters.


	Review speech bubbles for characters. 

Introduce the puppets.

Using a teacher’s puppet show how you can use your voice and move the puppet at the same time. Show a clip where possible of a puppet show.
Children to work in pairs with their puppets to think of what their character might say, in what voice, and how they can move it. 
Show to a larger group and then to the class.
	Children’s puppets.

Teacher’s puppet.

Puppet show clips  - If your school subscribes to Espresso then there are lots of puppet show clips available on here. Use the search tool (magnifying glass at the bottom left of the screen) to search and then choose one that fits in with your class/topic. Youtube is the best alternative place to look for these. You can now ask for Youtube to be allowed in your school if the Head agrees. Some good puppet show clips are the ones produced by Edmonton Public Library Staff, these are based around traditional tales.

Cross Curricular link 
Design and Technology – Puppets. 

Before this Literacy unit children can make their own glove or stick puppets to represent characters in the fairy story/traditional tale being used. Ensure a good breadth of characters across the class.

	7
	Strand 1-Speaking
Interpret a text by reading aloud with some variety in pace and emphasis.

Strand 3 – Group discussion and Interaction. Take turns to speak, listen to others’ suggestions and talk about what they are going to do.


	Return to the original text with the class.
Split the class into groups according to characters. Give time to practise which voices they will use. 
Read the story indicating where the groups of children might need to come in and read their ‘part’. Record this on Audacity.
Listen through the story as a whole class. Review – can they make it better – how?
	Big Book
IWB version of Big Book with gaps for dialogue added like a speech bubble (where necessary).

	8
	Strand 3 – Group discussion and interaction. 
Ask and answer questions, offer suggestions, take turns.

Strand 4 – Drama
Explore familiar characters through improvisation and role play.

Act out well known stories using voices for characters

	Review work on voices and how we can use them to make stories more interesting. 
With a TA show a dialogue between two puppet characters using appropriate voices.

Children work in pairs (with a different character each) and create a simple dialogue (question & answer). H/A children could record dialogue on whiteboards.
Take photographs of the two puppets ‘interacting’ for use tomorrow.
	TA & two puppets.

Children’s puppets – If not enough puppets available then provide children with a picture of two puppets to work with.

Camera. 

Small whiteboards.

	PHASE 3
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Session 9
	Strand 3 – Group discussion and interaction. 
Ask and answer questions, offer suggestions, take turns.

Strand 4 – Drama
Explore familiar characters through improvisation and role play.

Act out well known stories using voices for characters

Strand 9 – Creating and shaping texts.

Create short simple texts that combine words with images and sounds.


	Each child has a freeze frame photograph. Children in pairs to create and record their dialogue using Audacity. The children can also select a music clip from a selection on the IWB to support their character dialogue. Differentiation - question and answer dialogue or more complex dialogue. Encourage the children to use the language from the ‘living display’ in their dialogue.
Play the sound recordings to the class with photo displayed on the IWB. Peer assess. (No written recording in this lesson)


	It is assumed that children will have had a chance to experiment with Audacity prior to this – perhaps in ICT lessons.
If this is the first Audacity session then this will take two lessons.

Freeze frame photographs.

Music clips for different characters (like panto) from http://incompetech.com/m/c/royalty-free/index.html
This features lots of music clips that can be imported into Audacity and are fine to be published throughout schools including websites.

	10
	Strand 9 – Creating and shaping texts.

Create short simple texts that combine words with images and sounds.

Strand 11 – Sentence Structure and Composition.

Compose and write sentences independently to communicate meaning.


	Show class sound clips and pictures from yesterday. 

Children to work in pairs to record the dialogue for a section of the play. 
Children to record dialogue either by play script, speech bubbles, speech marks. 

	Sound and picture clips from yesterday on the IWB.

	11
	Strand 4 – Drama
Explore familiar characters through improvisation and role play.

Act out well known stories using voices for characters


	EXTRA LESSON – 

Children to work in small groups to create a puppet show. Time to practise, then present the show to the rest of the class/parents/reception class. Can use the written dialogue from previous lessons. 
	Puppets.

Table covered with a cloth.

Dialogue from previous lessons
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