[image: image1.png]Hertfordshire



    Literacy and ICT Resource Guidance

	Y3&4 mixed narrative unit plays and dialogue 3 weeks.

(Y4 unit 5 Plays, Y3 unit 5 Dialogue and Plays)

Overview: 

The focus of this unit is on developing the performing voice through recording scenes of a play version of Anthony Browne’s Hansel and Gretel. However, there is a strong element of writing: adapting a story, changing it from one genre to another. There are many opportunities for making decisions about creating and shaping texts. For example where elements of text (eg. Narrators'  x parts) should go, choosing which parts are essential to the story and which can be summarised.

This unit also has a number of cross-curricular strands for example music: making decisions about how to enhance the atmosphere of a scene using sections of music, creating and recording sound effects using percussion and composing using sections of sound.

                

	Context 

These materials can be adapted to suit single or mixed-age classes. The unit should ideally be taught after the pupils have had plenty of opportunity to write narrative texts with an emphasis on developing dialogue. They need to have a clear understanding of the function of dialogue within a story ie in character development and the role of the narrator or story teller in moving a story along. This unit offers opportunities to explore texts through role-play and drama techniques. (See attached PDF Drama: Making it Work in the Classroom)



	Attachments: 
· Overview: this provides the teaching sequence for the unit.

· The class teachers planning (in skeleton form). This will need to be adapted for differentiation and to suit the needs of your own class.

· Spelling/Grammar has not been included except briefly as 2 slides containing work on adverbs.

· A simple user’s guide to Audacity.

· PNS guide to using drama in the classroom and developing speaking and listening.



	Guidance Notes:

The IWB slides should be used as samples or guides and adapted to suit the needs of the class. 

The unit overview is the teaching sequence for the unit and can be adapted to incorporate spelling and sentence level work.  

Learning Opportunities: 

ICT:

During the unit the pupils will need plenty of practice finding sound files, saving them and importing them into Audacity or Smartboard10. This can be modelled to the whole class very effectively using the IWB. 

Music:

During this unit the pupils have opportunities to discuss how music adds to the atmosphere of a play, and enhances the action and story. Ideally, pupils need access to mp3 soundtracks of instrumental music which they can layer into Audacity, cut sections and paste where a piece of music would be appropriate, for example the beginning and end of scenes. The pupils who worked on this project used pieces of music for continuity from the end of one scene to the beginning of another.  They had the opportunity to explore a range of short instrumental pieces and to choose sections which they felt fitted into the story.

Useful websites and links:

http://www.freeplaymusic.com/
http://www.lgfl.net/lgfl/accounts/olot/
http://www.freesfx.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk
/radio4/archers/gallery/gallery_

studio.shtml?select=01#gallery

http://www.nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/downloader/6451c834a0533b0560a49fb174961c94.pdf 


	Possible variations and extensions

This whole approach can be used to make any radio programme for any purpose.  Literacy texts could include information (radio reports), persuasion (adverts), stories etc for broadcasting to a wider audience.  Podcasting is the obvious extension for this.
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