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Literacy and ICT Resource Guidance
Overview of Unit - 

Y3&4 mixed narrative unit plays and dialogue 3 weeks.
(Y4 unit 5 Plays, Y3 unit 5 Dialogue and Plays)

Overview

· Read and explore characteristics of play scripts.       
· Use extracts or scenes from a range of narratives covered in other units.
· Compare how dialogue id represented in the different genres. 
· Explore characters, issues and dilemmas. Improvise dialogue between key characters and use this as the basis for writing own short play scripts, using features explored earlier. 

· Perform, using ICT to record, and evaluate. 
	Session
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Phase 1

Approx 5 sessions


	8. Engaging with and responding to texts.
1. Speaking

Y4 – Use and reflect on some ground rules for sustaining talk and interactions 

Y3 – Sustain conversation, explain or give reasons for their views or choices 

	Read a range of play scripts. Compare the genre with narrative story draw out the differences between the written texts eg no speech marks, actors’ directions.  
(Slides 1&2)
Focus on use of voice and any sounds that are indicated in the directions. Children swap play scripts around and read aloud again with attention to their voice. Groups record themselves using digital recorder and listen back to voices. What needs to change/ improve. Move on to text mark highlighting the conventions of the genre and comparing with narrative stories.  Develop success criteria for a good play and write onto IWB too.
Listen to the sound track of a section of film with clear dialogue preferably between no more than 3 characters. Discuss what is implied through the music/sounds on the film track and what we miss by not being able to see the visual. 

Pupils write rough play scripts of that section of film, use actors’ directions, stage directions and write what sounds should be indicated in the script. 
Look at pictures/ video of play being broadcast eg The Archers. Discuss how they stand, etc. listen to a broadcast of The Archers and discuss the use of voice to impart meaning and feeling and the use of background noise/ sounds to bring it to life.
	Play scripts: Oxford Reading Tree texts are useful as they are simple and can be used later for discussion about actors’ directions.
Digital voice recorder.
A piece of play script to view and text mark on Interactive Whiteboard, and for pupils to text mark.
NLS exemplified unit DfES 0764/2002 has a useful play which can be printed and text marked.
Children’s film: The Secret Garden works well!

BBC website: http://www.bbc.co.uk
/radio4/archers/gallery/gallery_

studio.shtml?select=01#gallery



	Phase 2
Approx 5 sessions


	. Drama

· Y4 – Create roles showing how behaviour can be interpreted from different viewpoints 

· Y3 – Present events and characters through dialogue to engage the interest of an audience 

· Y4 – Comment constructively on plays and performances, discussing effects and how they are achieved 

· Y3 – Identify and discuss qualities of others’ performances, including gesture, action and costume
9. Creating and shaping texts

· Y4 – Develop and refine ideas in writing using planning and problem-solving strategies 

· Y3 – Make decisions about form and purpose, identify success criteria and use them to evaluate their writing 


	Read the Anthony Browne version of Hansel and Gretel aloud all the way through.
Take the section when the stepmother suggests taking children into the forest and the children overhearing. Read the narrative story version of this section aloud : (Slide 3)
Look at the play script version (Slide 4) discuss the differences and link to success criteria. Discuss extra narrators'  x sections to enhance the action and actors/stage directions.
Turn this section into play script form in small groups/pairs using large sheets of paper to facilitate writing changes in plenty of space. Discuss how we are going to make the stepmother persuasive towards the father, but sinister. What actors’ directions would we give? Use different coloured post it notes to indicate where sound effects could be effective. 
Pupils act out the sections in groups. Use ‘conscience alley’ and ‘hot seating’ to explore the feelings of all the characters. How are we going to make sure those feelings come over in the sound of voices/ music/sounds in the final production?
Practice recording voices and sound effects. 

Give different groups sections of the story to work on to turn into playscripts. 

Teacher/ TA to work with a group at a time during guided group sessions to refine the text form of the ‘scripts, discuss the directions for actors and where sounds would be used to clarify/enhance the spoken action. Create final copies with each group taking a section of the story to read out in broadcast.

	Hansel and Gretel by Anthony Browne; Walker books 
ISBN 978-1-4063-1852-4

See: nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/downloader/6451c834a0533b0560a49fb174961c94.pdf – for useful guidance on using drama techniques.
ICT skills teaching.

ICT sessions during this phase could be used to teach the specific skills of accessing mp3/wav files, saving  and using them in Audacity to create a soundtrack, or single sound effects to use in the radio play which could be made and recorded by the children using percussion. Pupils will need to be taught how to manipulate sound tracks in Audacity- see Users’ Guide to Audacity in attachments with useful websites for sound effects.
For useful guidance on using drama techniques
nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/downloader/6451c834a0533b0560a49fb174961c94.pdf 


	Phase 3
Approx 5 sessions


	Objectives as above
	Use children’s own written play scripts to turn into a ‘radio broadcast’. 

(Slide 5 is an example of a section of a completed scene. Slide 6 is a screen capture of a section of the soundtrack to show cutting and editing of sounds.)

Children work in groups of 5 taking on one section as a scene. Initially use voice only. Record using digital recorder and assess. 

Add in sounds afterwards. 
Children need to listen to soundtracks eg music to become familiar with what will enhance the dialogue and atmosphere.

It is useful to have a group at a time using an IWB to cut, paste and edit and make decisions as a whole group.
	You will need:

To access sounds (music, sound effects made and recorded by pupils) saved in mp3 format to layer over the voice track which the children have recorded-see Users’ Guide to Audacity in attachments.  Pupils will need plenty of time and adult guidance to balance the ? sound levels of the sound and voice tracks which could be undertaken during ICT sessions too.


	Review and assess sessions 1
(carried out at the very end.)

	In groups use success criteria to assess the play scripts. 
Assess performances constructively.
	 Play the ‘broadcast’ to a younger class receive feedback.
· How convincing were our voices?

· Did we convey individuals’ characteristics effectively?

· What about the sounds? Were they exciting/sinister? Did they help to bring the play to life….

·   Did using sound help to develop the storyline, for example add suspense?

	Time to play the recording to a real audience is very important and needs to be planned in advance. 
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