
	Literacy unit

Unit 2 Journalistic Writing (3 weeks)

This is a relatively free-standing non-fiction unit, and can be taught at any stage of Year 6.
	Year group

6

	Overview:

The focus of this unit is to

· comment critically on the language, style, success of examples of non-fiction such as periodicals, reviews, reports, leaflets. 
· develop a journalistic style through considering: balanced and ethical reporting, what is of public interest in events, the interest of the reader, selection and presentation of information. 

· use the styles and conventions of journalism to report on, for example real or imagined events. 

NB:  When taught, the level of reading and writing expected and the word, sentence and presentation skills integrated within it must clearly move forward from previous learning towards end-of-year expectations. It can be readily linked to other areas of the curriculum or extra-curricular activities.   

	Context: 
Children are asked to write a news report about The Three Little Pigs tale for a radio broadcast.  The outcomes therefore will be a news report using all the conventions for a presentation on the radio.  Following teacher modelling, children write a news report about the incident explored earlier. They then use this as a basis for a script which they present orally as a radio news item. The phase can then be extended into a one-day cross-curricular radio newsroom simulation as a form of writing workshop.


	Attachments (Notes): 

These provide notes/activity suggestions for the teacher to use with the class.


	Guidance Notes:  
The IWB slides should be used as samples or guides and adapted to suit the needs of the class.  The unit overview is the teaching sequence for the unit and can be adapted to incorporate spelling and sentence level work.

Learning Opportunities:  Devise a performance (radio news report) considering how to adapt it to a specific audience. Speaking and listening presentational skills will play an important role linked to the use of language and style.

Consider the overall impact of a recorded performance.  ICT skills will develop the use of sound recording software.  This could be developed into podcasting and be part of a wider school radio focus.


	Possible variations and extensions

Any traditional tale/ fictional story may be used.  Or a real life incident may be used.

Outcomes may be paper-based (a newspaper report), ICT-based (web page),  visual text (a TV news report), or sound-based (a radio news broadcast); or a combination of all of these to reflect the texts used at the start of the unit.
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