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Literacy and ICT Resource Guidance
Overview of Unit 

Year 6 Journalistic writing non-fiction unit 2

Overview

· Comment critically on the language, style, success of examples of non-fiction such as periodicals, reviews, reports, leaflets. 

· Develop a journalistic style through considering: balanced and ethical reporting, what is of public interest in events, the interest of the reader, selection and presentation of information. 

· Use the styles and conventions of journalism to report on, for example real or imagined events.
. 

	Session
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Phase 1 – approx 3 days


	Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics or issues
Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness

Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language
Children improvise using a range of drama strategies to explore

themes


	Read newspaper articles and analyse them to discover the language and style used. 
Discuss the different ways news reports may be presented.
Children should read, explore, discuss and compare a wide range of journalistic news reports 
Choose a news story from a newspaper and present it as a radio broadcast.

	http://www.thenewspaper.org.uk/

p:\news.bbc.co.uk\cbbcnews\hi\clips\default.stm
Various paper-based newspapers

Webnews

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
www.firstnews.co.uk/
Making the News - http://mtn.e2bn.net/rostra/news.php?r=1&t=2&id=14

	Phase 2 – approx 5 days


	Make notes when listening for a sustained period and discuss how note-taking varies depending on context and purpose
Appraise a text quickly, deciding on its value, quality or usefulness

Recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader
Compare how writers from different times and places present experiences and use language
Sustain engagement with longer texts, using different techniques to make the text come alive

	Listen to news report on the radio.  Watch a news report on the screen.  Read a news report from a newspaper (preferably the same report).  Compare language used and how it persuades, misleads, sways, informs reader.
Teacher models reading a selection of newspaper articles and demonstrate answering the five Ws. 

Children read a selection of newspaper reports and identify the five Ws in news reports.
Teacher to discuss question types. 

Identify open questions.

Identify interview techniques. 
Pupils to write notes for a teleprompter 

Using notes, read in the style of a television news reader.

As a shared writing activity, teacher to scribe the headline for the first story. 

Children write headlines for the remaining stories.

Rearrange the words and investigate the changes in meaning.

Teacher to model writing a caption for the pictures on this page.

Give children 

photographs from newspapers and ask them to write captions for them.
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/presspack/gameroom/
http://www.storybookonline.net/Default.aspx


	Phase 3 – approx 2 days

.
	Use varied structures to shape and organise texts coherently.
Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing
	Investigate structure, organisation and presentational features of selected news report.

Highlight and text mark these features in a newspaper report. 

Give the children a selection of newspaper reports; children should find examples of each of the features in the given newspapers.

Link to Grammar work on connectives.
Look at report formats and language features – third person, past tense, balance or bias.

	http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/presspack/gameroom/
http://www.storybookonline.net/Default.aspx
Grammar for writing Unit 46

	Phase 4 – approx 5 days

.
	Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader
Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing

Integrate words, images and sounds imaginatively for different purposes

Select from a wide range of ICT programs to present text effectively and communicate information and ideas
	Listen to a well known story – could link into class reader or use fairy tale.

Children to write the script for a radio broadcast – then present a radio news broadcast report for a younger class.
Use success criteria to self/peer-assess written reports.

Use Audacity to record reports, add signature tune, include interviews.

Develop success criteria for presenting a radio report and assess against these.


	The  Three Little Pigs story or any other well-known tale.  This could be linked to school play or performance.
ICT – use of Audacity to create sound files with added signature tune, interviews etc.  Some ICT input will be needed to teach the children how to use the software.

Digital voice recorders can be used to record interviews.

Creating a music track for the broadcasts could be linked to work in composing in music.  Samples of music can also be found in http://incompetech.com/m/c/royalty-free/ (free music which could be used as backing tracks).
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 Review presentations and analyse and evaluate how speakers present points effectively through use of language and gesture

e.g. identifying techniques including humour, irony, pace, volume, colloquialisms, standard and non-standard forms.   
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