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Literacy and ICT Resource Guidance
Overview of Unit – Year 6 Argument

	Session
	Learning Objectives
	Overview of activities
	Notes, resources, support etc

	Phase 1

(approx 3 days)
	To recognise the structure and language features of both a persuasive argument and a balanced discussion

To recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader 

To compare how writers from different places present experiences and use language 


	· Look at a wide variety of texts and other materials such as video clips and online reports on controversial issues concerning a wide range of topics (a good opportunity for children to think globally - see possible topics in next column).  Ensure that these cover for, against and balanced views.

· Show how to make notes and summarise for and against arguments with the purpose of showing how a balanced view would look.

· Start to identify bias, for and against, balanced argument.
· Compare and contrast formal and informal language used in different texts.  Collect examples of each.
· Identify the key features of a balanced discussion.
	Newspaper articles, books, website reports, TV clips, radio clips on controversial issues
Possible topics – 

Sport – should politics influence sport?
The Cricket World Cup
GM crops – links to Citizenship Foundation website
Endangered species/performing animals – link to local zoos like Whipsnade.  Articles in First News (newspaper for children)
Nutrition – how much control state/school should have over lunches/diet



	Phase 2

(approx 3/4 days)
	To participate in whole-class debate using the conventions and language of debate, including standard English.
To analyse and evaluate how speakers present points effectively through use of language and gesture.

 
	· Introduce the purpose of a debate.  Listen to the clip from the Yorkshire Post about getting a child into the right secondary school.  Discuss the language used. 

· Introduce the topic of ‘Education for all’ and the task of preparing for a whole class debate.

· Show video clips relating to the theme using the website sendmyfriend.org.  This could be developed further by accessing videos on child labour and poverty etc.  Possible sources are Espresso and Comic Relief.
· Children work in pairs taking on roles and recording their debates using ‘Audacity’ so that it can be played when clicking pictures of two main characters e.g. child and parent

· Prepare for a whole class debate on the same topic by making notes on whether all children should be allowed access to a primary education.

· Use resources on the Newsround website to show how a debate is set up in the House of Commons.

· Watch a debate from the House of Commons.  Note the role of the Speaker, how MPs address each other and the formal language used.

· Have the class debate with the children split into two groups – proposers and opposers.
· Vote on the motion at the end of the debate.
	Radio clips of people debating/ presenting different points of view – visit podcasts on Yorkshire Post about getting children into the right secondary school.

www.sendmyfriend.org/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/
Cbbc Newsround  - the order and rules of a formal debate.

Parliament TV
Voting tool on latest version of Easiteach.

	Phase 3

(approx 3 days)
	To recognise the structure and language features of both a persuasive argument and a balanced discussion.

To recognise rhetorical devices used to argue, persuade, mislead and sway the reader.

	· Read and listen to, discuss and analyse a text that clearly represents a persuasive argument from one viewpoint (use the same texts from phase 1).  Revise the features of the text.

· Repeat the above with a text that clearly shows a balanced discussion.

· Identify the features and structure of both the persuasive text and the balanced argument.
· Increase the range of texts by also analysing ones which are more impersonal with more formal language.

· Short task to show children understand the language features – read a report on the cbbc newsround website.  Ask children to write comments under the story, representing different viewpoints, as demonstrated on the website e.g. should school food be healthier?
	Texts representing balanced arguments and arguments from one viewpoint such as those used in phase 1.
Use reports from BBC news school report e.g.  – Is Crufts cruel or cool?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/school_report/default.stm
Reports from Daily Mail compared to Daily Mirror or The Guardian compared to The Telegraph.

Cbbc Newsround – Should school food be healthier?


	Phase 4

(approx 3 days)
	To use varied structures to shape and organise persuasive texts coherently.
To use the language features of a balanced discussion to write a radio report.

	· Refer back to the issue of ‘Education for all’ as discussed in phase 2.

· Model planning and writing a balanced argument and from only one point of view – using the language features identified in phase 3.  This could take the form of letters from a teacher to parents trying to persuade them to let their child attend school and the subsequent reply.
· Introduce task of writing a radio report, as a Press Packer on the Newsround website, persuading governments to support ‘education for all’.  Could also prepare a balanced argument discussing the issue.

· Record radio reports using Audacity.  Include a musical backing track such as those used on Newsround and other news bulletin shows on TV and radio (listen online for examples).
	www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/presspack/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/
http://incompetech.com/m/c/royalty-free/ (free music which could be used as backing tracks)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_6550000/newsid_6559700/6559795.stm
(cbbc Newsround bulletin with music)
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