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What is Copyright?

Copyright is one of a collection of tools that fall under the heading of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) that can be used to: protect an author or developers rights; stop others abusing those rights; buy and sell rights; licence others to use your rights or obtain a licence from others to use their rights.
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IPR can basically be divided into 2 types:

· Registered rights:  

· Trade marks;

· Registered designs;

· Patents.

· Unregistered rights:

· Copyright;

· Confidential information;

· Passing off;

· Unregistered design right.

When designing a website or creating video or audio content care must be taken not to infringe any registered rights by using any trademark, including symbols, tradenames, signature tunes or logos without permission, Most people have a clear understanding of this.  However, it is also just as important not to infringe any unregistered rights and this area is very much more complex and often not fully understood.

Copyright is the most well known example of an unregistered IPR.  Copyright arises automatically. The copyright symbol does not have to be displayed for work to be protected, although this can be helpful if disputes arise.  Copyright generally applies to 2-D things and gives the owner the right to:

· Copy & issue copies to the public;

· Rent, lend, perform, play or show the work in public;

· Broadcast the work or include it in cable programmes;

· Adapt the work;

Why is Copyright Important?

It protects the rights of an individual to own and control the way original material they have produced is used. What is often not appreciated is the extent of things to which copyright can apply, these include:

· Computer programs;
· Films; 
· Books;
· Other written material;
· 

· Photographs;
· TV programmes;
· Databases.

· Web pages;



· 
· 
· 

With copyright the author owns both the idea and the expression of that idea. You need to have permission to use information in an agreed manner.  This also includes permission to use video material of the thoughts, views and memories of living people even if you have produced this yourself. Hence you will still need to outline how it is going to be used and get permission to use the material in that context.   
Copyright Myths?

A number of myths or misunderstandings are often quoted regarding copyright:

Myth
Reality

· “It’s OK - there are over 7 differences”.
· Copying is copying doing minor adjustments does not change this fact or make it legal.

· Copyright doesn’t apply to the internet/ the net is unregulated.
· The net is regulated, the same laws apply.

· If it’s on the web, I can use it.
· Someone owns the rights.

· The net is a big place, I won’t get caught.
· There have been a number of recent high profile cases, some companies carryout out specific searches to ensure their material is not being used.

Awareness of IPR and rights is increasing, taking an easily avoidable risk is foolish, therefore:

· Do not try to profit from someone else’s name, work or ideas;

· Do not frame other people’s content;

· A web site can be considered a “cable programme broadcast” the same laws apply;

· Do not use other people’s brand names in your tags or to attract traffic or users to your site or material;
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· If you can’t be bothered to create, licence from others – do not just copy;

· Address IPR with your suppliers, contributors;

· Document ownership;
· Take care with privacy - If you are processing personal data about identifiable living individuals – GET NOTIFIED to the Office of the Information Commissioner;

· Build-in IPR at the outset – it is harder after the event;

· Avoiding and managing legal risk is much cheaper than dealing with problems!

Using the British Pathe Archive Material 

The RBCs have obtained a license for the British Pathe Film Archives to be used for educational purposes only; you can edit them, add your own sound track or integrate them with your own digital video.  The material can be used in ‘Powerpoint’ type presentations and with data projectors and whiteboards etc. They can also be placed into school intranets or LEA/RBC networks. They must not, however, be used on websites, published over the WWW or be made available or distributed beyond the school environment in any media or be used for any commercial purpose.

The copyright for the British Pathe resources remains with British Pathe and the watermarks on the resources remind us of IPR issues and our responsibilities as users of copyright materials.  Please note that some copyrights may reside with other persons or companies other than British Pathe - a point that is recognised in the Terms and Conditions. Copyright is multilayered and an individual item may have a number of rights holders associated with it - one rights holder saying “yes” does not necessarily cover other rights holder's interests. The obvious example is with music – British Pathe may own the copyright for the news film of a music performance - but this does not mean that it necessarily holds the copyright for the music performance/recording, the song or lyrics, the location or the personal or image rights of the performers.  

Developing or Incorporating Your Own Material  

You may wish to incorporate your own audio or video material into the Pathe clips – or vice versa.  This is not a problem, however, issues of IPR must still be addressed and the same restrictions (outlined above) will apply to any video material containing clips from the British  Pathe Archive.  

The Archive films may also inspire you to create an original video that does not contain any British Pathe material. However, even original content will sometimes require reference to, or inclusion of, work and ideas already published.  It will almost certainly include collecting and using the views and ideas of individuals either in audio, video or written form.  To help with this task E2BN has developed a simple form that can be used to obtain permission to use this material and publish this on the E2BN network, if required.  To access this form. 

Content Development Funded by E2BN

E2BN also requires that any content developed with consortium funding or assistance is freely available for educational use across the region.  Therefore content developers will be expected to sign an agreement that IPR in this instance will reside with the consortium, or in specific instances where this is not possible, be licensed for use across the region free of charge.  Any comments regarding this issue should be raised with the Chief Executive Officer or E2B Manager by emailing us at admin.e2bn@e2bn.net
Using video clips and images of present day pupils 
If you are using video clips and images of present day pupils, please be aware of the issues and feel free to use the E2BN British Pathe Library Parent Consent Form. To access this form.
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