Hertfordshire SIAS Unit of work


Hertfordshire SIAS Unit of work
PoS: Dance: Composition using VISUAL  IMAGES
Unit of work:                ( 2 )
KS: 3   Development
Length of unit:    6 hours approximately
Year:     7/8

Cross curricular:


SPORT


MEDIA
Learning objectives:

· To improve their understanding of different types and qualities in dance and musical accompaniment.

· To create, develop and structure group motifs focusing on spatial and group awareness.

· To describe, analyse, interpret and evaluate professional dance images and group choreographic form.
Expectations: 

After carrying out the activities and core task in this unit most pupils will:

· Perform with a good range of skills, technique and expression.

· Develop dance ideas and motifs using visual image (professional dance/sport) as a starting point.

· Develop and adapt their dances using basic compositional devices.

· Identify differing qualities in dance and music.

· Suggest ways of improving the quality of work using appropriate vocabulary.
Level reference:   4 - 5

  


Learning outcomes:

· Perform a range of actions demonstrating an understanding of different qualities in music and dance.

· Create, develop and structure motifs and dances in small groups.

· Use appropriate terminology to identify and discuss aspects of composition.



Vocabulary:

Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and speak correctly words relating to:

· Types of Dance : Abstract, dramatic, comic, lyrical.

· Dance Features :  Motif development, canon, unison, formations, complementary, contrasting, stimuli.
Health & safety:

· Are pupils comfortable in their clothing?

· Are pupils bare-footed?

· Is the space clear and safe to work in?

· Have the pupils been appropriately warmed up/cooled down?

Learning activities:

· Describe, interpret and evaluate visual images of professional dance or sport (groups).  Look at action, group formation and possible dynamic content or quality.

· Help pupils to use visual stimuli to create 3/4 group tableaux (frozen shapes).  Encourage pupils to reproduce the images as accurately as possible although some adaptation will be necessary!  Experiment with levels and directions.

· Help pupils to link tableaux with the five basic actions and contact to create a section of dance which has a clear structure.

· Teach pupils to experiment with compositional devices in terms of group shape/form.  Use motif and composition work cards.

· Show pupils how to experiment with different musical accompaniment.  Identify and discuss different qualities in dance and music.  Challenge using contrasting accompaniment for the same movement phrase.

· Explore different types of dance e.g. comic, lyrical, dramatic through the above experimentation and with access to short video extracts from professional dance works portraying contrasting qualities.

· Help pupils to create and develop dance motifs from visual images that promote a narrative.

· Structure a core task which asks for specific responses to the material explored in previous lessons  or results in a whole class dance/performance.

· Ask pupils to watch each other's work and suggest improvements in terms of composition and performance.
Resources:

· Visual stimuli cards - professional dance photographs or sporting photographs.

· Selection of musical accompaniment - various styles and tempo.

· Work cards - developing a motif.

· Work cards - developing group composition.

· Video extracts from professional dance works portraying contrasting types of dance e.g. comic, lyrical.

Warm up/Getting Reading:
· Travelling movements to include five basic actions:  turn, jump, travel, gesture and stillness.

· Tension and relaxation exercises/activities.

· Moulding partner into still (frozen) shapes - stress accuracy in skill and body shape.
Extension links:

· Explore use of three-dimensional objects e.g. sculpture or visual art work as a stimulus.

· Look at professional dance works and choreographers that have taken visual image as a stimulus e.g. Richard Alston "Soda Lake",  Wildlike".

Cool down ideas:

· Perform in slow motion or retrograde.

· Choose musical accompaniment with appropriate quality - visualisation activities.
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