Key Stage One and Two
DANCE  GLOSSARY


Ten Most Requested!

Children should be given the opportunity to use a range of words and phrases directly relating to the skills taught in:  

· performing

· creating / choreographing

· appreciating

1.  BASIC ACTIONS  
-  
JUMP


TURN


TRAVEL


STILLNESS


GESTURE  (movement of any body part without 



transferring weight / travelling)

2.  CANON


-
A movement or movements repeated successively 






e.g.'Mexican wave'
3.  CHOREOGRAPHY
-
The art of arranging movement into a meaningful 




whole.

4.  DYNAMICS

-
The QUALITY of a movement, usually described 




in terms of speed and energy  e.g. a strong, fast, 




explosive jump.
5.  FORM


-
Structure

6.  FORMATION

-
The pattern created by a group of dancers e.g. 




five dancers:
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7.  MOTIF


-
A simple phrase (sentence) of movements that link 




together to symbolise an idea e.g. the movement 




of a cat or sorrow.

8
MOTIF DEVELOPMENT

 AND VARIATION
-
    altering the action, space, time or quality of   

    movements to build larger phrases and construct




    sections or whole dances.

9.  PHRASE


-
A 'sentence' of movement.

10. UNISON

-
Movement performed at the same time.
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