Teaching a GCSE Set Study  :  advice and guidance



· The set study is nominated by the Board, internally marked and externally moderated.

· The technical and expressive demands of the study will be based on the content specified in the specification e.g. 2003/2004 - see paragraphs 9.2 and 9.3.

· A candidate's achievement in this item will be further influenced by their knowledge and understanding of other aspects of performing e.g. 2003/2004 - see paragraphs 9.1 and 9.4 of the specification.

· Each set study is kept for a minimum of two years.

· Centres receive written details of the requirements and the music for the study.

· A video and/or CD Rom will be available for purchase.

· Practical INSET training will be made available through AQA and other bodies e.g. NRCD.

· The set study must be performed LIVE on the day of moderation.

· Moderators will usually ask all candidates present on the day of moderation to perform the set study together before seeing it performed individually or in pairs.  This enables moderators to see the particular interpretation of the centre.

· Imagery is useful in highlighting qualities and embedding these in the minds and bodies of candidates.
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· Warm-ups and technical exercises incorporating elements of the style or short sections of movement material drawn from the study is also beneficial.

· Break down the study and learn small phrases at a time, ensuring however that clarity is given to the transitions between these phrases.

· Candidates benefit from having access to the notes on the study and have opportunities to view the video.  Decide how your candidates would best respond to these resources e.g. some candidates may be daunted if they view the video prior to learning the study.

· Remember to allow time during the process to teach the candidates how they might improve their "performance" of the study.  Often teachers and candidates become preoccupied with learning "steps" !

· Candidates would benefit from learning and performing a solo set study prior to their examination study.  


Beware - it is not advisable to teach the set study too early (e.g. Year 10).  If you use a previous study for practice, ensure it will not be their examination piece!
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