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YOUR CHILD'S NATIONAL CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT 

RESULTS AT THE END OF KEY STAGE 2 (YEAR 6)

Teacher Assessment and Tests

For most children there are two types of assessment at the end of 

Year 6:

· teacher assessment 




· tests (often called ‘SATs’)

Tests and teacher assessment measure your child's achievement in different ways.

"Both (tests and teacher assessment) have equal status and provide complementary information about children's attainment.  The tests provide a standard 'snapshot' of attainment at the end of the key stage.  Teacher assessment, carried out as part of teaching and learning in the classroom, covers the full range and scope of the programmes of study…" 

(QCA Key Stage 2 2004 Assessment and Reporting Arrangements)
There are tests for English (reading and writing) and maths. National tests for science have been discontinued, although some schools will be required by the DCSF to carry out sample science tests.

Teacher assessment levels are reported for all aspects of English and for maths and science.

Levels

At the end of Year 6, the results will usually be level 3, 4 or 5.

Level 4 is designed to challenge a typical 11-year-old and is the national standard for children at the end of Key Stage 2.

Please note the following:

· Children working below level 3 do not take the tests

· If your child was absent for any test the grade shown is A

· If your child is given a test grade of N, this means that s/he was not awarded a level in the test

Interpreting the results

Sometimes the results from tests and teacher assessment will be different. If this happens, please discuss it with your child's teacher.  The reasons might be:

· The teacher assessment gives a full picture of your child's work over the whole subject.  Tests take a short time and do not cover all aspects of the subject.  For example, there is no test to find out how well a child speaks and listens.

· The tests are taken only once.  Children might put a correct answer because they have made a good guess - or they might not perform well on the day for some reason.

For teacher assessment, teachers check that the right answer can be given on several occasions.  A lucky guess will have no effect.

· Some children do better in ordinary classwork than in tests, and some do better the other way round.

So why do we have tests?

Tests and teacher assessment are both important.

· Tests are the same for all children, so they give parents and teachers a view of how each child is doing against a national standard. 

· Teacher assessment gives a much fuller picture of what each child has achieved over time.

Comparisons with previous years

Each year the assessment arrangements have been modified as a result of the evaluation of the previous year.  So results from different years cannot be compared with each other without the context of the knowledge of these changes.  A child's performance can therefore be compared only with his or her own year group as a whole.

Further information is available from this website:

www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Schoolslearninganddevelopment
Hertfordshire Assessment Team, Standards & School Effectiveness, Children Schools & Families
www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment









