Guidance on possible preliminary data analysis of your 2010 KS2 results
(Suitable both for schools that took part in SATs and those that boycotted)
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1.  Attainment  - APS  
Calculate the Average Points Score (APS) of the cohort (based on English and Maths – no Science tests).

To do this, use either of these Excel tools, which can be downloaded from the Assessment Team website:

· if you took part in the tests, use the file called ’ks2_2010_marks_fine_levels’ to convert children’s raw tests scores into fine level points scores
· if you boycotted the tests, use the file called ‘ks2_points_calculator’ to convert the children’s Teacher Assessment levels into points scores

These spreadsheets will also produce for you the cohort Average Points Scores for English, reading, writing and maths. 
NB if you use SIMS Assessment Manager 7, there is a report you can download from SITSS’ website and import into AM7 that will perform the same calculations as these spreadsheets. This report and information can be found at: 
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/info/traded/sitss/mis/assessment/pri_manager.shtml#analysis 

Compare your new APS with your figure for 2009 and 2008 (see RAISEonline).

· Would you describe the trend in your attainment as improving, steady, declining?

· How does your attainment relate to the national average? (Use 2009 national APS)    NB it is not easy to define how much above/below national APS is ‘statistically significant’ as this varies according to cohort size. However, using your own school’s RAISEonline report to explore past differences between school and national APS will give you a good indication. As a ‘rough guide’ a school APS which is 2 points or more above national for an individual subject should be considered to be ‘sig+’; and a difference of 1 point or more for the ‘All subjects APS’ is likely to be sig+.
Having explored the overall APS and the APS by subject, start to look at the differences in attainment by different pupil groups (e.g. gender, FSM, SEN, EAL etc).

The easiest way to do this would be to save different copies of the spreadsheet, and delete children so that you are left with the required sub-group of pupils.

If you use the report in SIMS, this will calculate this information for you.

2. Attainment – Threshold Levels
Calculate % achieving level 4+ and level 5+ in each core subject. It may prove useful to calculate separate figures for reading and writing, as well as English overall. 
(% = Number of pupils achieving level / Total number of pupils x 100)
· How does these figures compare against last year’s figures?
Also calculate % achieving L4+ in both English and maths (the statutory target).
· How does this compare against the target you set for this cohort?

3.  Progress – ‘2 levels’ measure (as used in RAISEonline stick-people graphs) 

Calculate % of pupils that have made 2 levels progress from KS1 in English and Maths (whole levels i.e. 2 to 4, 3 to 5)
NB KS1 English is the average of Reading and Writing. See table below to see how this average is calculated. This gives you the baseline, from which 2 levels progress is measured
~ you will note that there are some interesting anomalies in this system, e.g. that the combination of levels 3 and 2b is treated as a 3, and the combination of a 1 and a 2b is a 2.
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NI93: Progression by 2 levelsin English between Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 (continued)

Definition Writing test or teacher assessment
(continued)
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A = (absent)

D = (dis-applied)

W = (working towards Level 1)

Pupils are defined as having made 2 levels of progress if they achieve one of the

following transitions between KS1and KS2
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Source: National Indicator Definitions

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/735125.pdf

NB if there are any pupils whose KS1 results you do not know, these may be found in the Pupil Estimates area of FFTLive, or by logging in to the Key to Success website.
4. Progress – increase in APS from KS1 to KS2
Use the KS2 APS figure calculated in step 1 (above) and compare with the KS1 APS from 2006 – this can be found in RAISEonline and in the Herts Assessment Profile. 

However, if there have been significant changes to the cohort during KS2, it would be worth re-calculating the KS1 APS, based on the set of pupils who were on roll at the end of KS2. This can be done using the Excel tool ‘ks1 points calculator’, which can be downloaded from the Assessment Team website. Alternatively it can be calculated in SIMS Assessment Manager 7.
Explore the increases in APS by each subject and overall.
Explore also for significant sub-groups of pupils (gender, SEN, FSM etc.)
As a guide:

11*/12 points = satisfactory; 13/14 = good; 15+ = outstanding

(However, bear in mind that the judgement on Learning and Progress is based not just on what the data suggests, but also on other evidence – lesson observations, children’s work etc.)

5. Progress – individual pupils
It can be useful to explore the progress of individuals and consider those cases where pupils made exceptionally good progress and exceptionally poor progress. What explanations might there be and what lessons can be learnt for the future? 

One approach for doing this would be to look at the increase in individual pupils’ point scores from KS1 to KS2, as above.  

Alternatively, compare the pupils’ KS2 results (sub-levels) against their most recent FFT estimates – are any pupils more than one sub-level above/below the FFT estimate? This would indicate significantly +/- value added for that pupil.

(In FFTLive, if you run the KS2 Pupil Estimates report from the Improved Reports section of the website (on the right hand side of the Home screen), there is an option to display the estimates as sub-levels, rather than as decimals.  Make sure you have selected the appropriate estimate model e.g. Type D). 
· Are there more pupils with significantly positive value added than significantly negative value added?

· Are there particular types of pupil with significant +/- value added (e.g. gender)?

6.  Progress – Contextual Value Added (CVA)
For a more technical (and time-consuming!) approach to calculating an approximate CVA, see the KS1 – KS2 Ready Reckoner, which can be downloaded from http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/primary_09/documents.shtml

NB this Ready Reckoner is based upon the 2009 CVA model. The CVA model is revised each year. Therefore this will not accurately predict the CVA score that will appear in RAISEonline - however it could be used to calculate an approximate CVA on the basis of the 2009 model.
Ben Fuller, Assessment & Analysis Adviser, Hertfordshire CSF

NB – any of the analysis described below should be seen as approximate and provisional.


Official data will be available from RAISEonline and Fischer Family Trust when these are updated – anticipated in the Autumn term.








