PUPIL QUESTIONNAIRE: SELF-ESTEEM IN ACADEMIC WORK

Purpose of instrument

· to determine and compare levels of students’ self-esteem in various school subjects;

· to determine and compare students’ career aspirations, and their views on their parents’ aspirations for them;

· to determine and compare levels of student commitment to independent learning;

· to determine and compare students’ views on the qualities of effective lessons and effective teachers.

Advice on administration

These questionnaires can be given to individual year groups or to a whole school.  They can be given to different sub-groupings within the school – this particular questionnaire was coded d/man in the corner of the second page, and was given to students who were deemed by staff to be demotivated.  Another set, coded m/man, were distributed to motivated students.  They are designed to be done in school during a tutorial or registration period, and take about 15 minutes to complete.

Some comments on findings

Unsurprisingly, motivated students tend to like school more than demotivated ones.  School as a place for meeting friends is more important for motivated students, who also show higher levels of self-esteem in all subjects except those with a strong practical element, like PE, Art and Drama.  Both groups of students tend to have very firm views on their ability in Maths, Science and English, compared to other subjects.

Motivated students are more prepared to highlight personal shortcomings as a contributory cause of their difficulties in various subjects.  They are slightly keener to undertake further study after school, though there is little difference in the career aspirations of each group.  Motivated students do more homework than demotivated ones, although the gap narrows during the GCSE years.  Both groups are equally inclined to turn to teachers and family members for help, but motivated students in Years 9 and 10 are more likely to seek help from their friends than demotivated ones.

Both groups identify enjoyment as an important element of a good lesson.  Enjoyment stems from the personality and professional expertise of the teacher.  Teachers need to have a sense of fun, and to be approachable.  They need to be firm without being strict or disrespectful to students.  Students from Years 9 and 10 in both groups value qualities which enable a personal approach to a teacher for help to be made.
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PUPIL QUESTIONNARE: SELF-ESTEEM IN ACADEMIC WORK

Please answer these questions as fully as you can.

I am in tutor group:


1.
Do you like school?

YES

NO








(Please tick)


Please give reasons for your answer:

2. Which subjects are you good at?  (Please tick)

	
	English
	
	
	Music
	
	
	Technology
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Maths
	
	
	Art
	
	
	PE/Games
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Science
	
	
	Drama
	
	
	PSE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	French
	
	
	History
	
	
	Youth Award
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	German
	
	
	Geography
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Urdu
	
	
	RS
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sociology
	
	
	IT
	
	
	
	

	
	Any others? (Please say which ones)


3. Are there any subjects you’re not good at?  (Please tick)

	
	English
	
	
	Music
	
	
	Technology
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Maths
	
	
	Art
	
	
	PE/Games
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Science
	
	
	Drama
	
	
	PSE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	French
	
	
	History
	
	
	Youth Award
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	German
	
	
	Geography
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Urdu
	
	
	RS
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sociology
	
	
	IT
	
	
	
	

	
	Any others? (Please say which ones)



Why aren’t you good at them?
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4. What do you want to do after you leave school?

5. What would your parents like you to do?

6. How much homework do you do every night?  (Please tick)

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	
	About half an hour
	

	
	
	

	
	About an hour
	

	
	
	

	
	About two hours
	

	
	
	

	
	More
	

	
	
	

	
	Other (Please say how much)
	


7.
If you need help with any of your work, who do you go to?  (Please tick)

	
	Teacher
	

	
	
	

	
	Parent
	

	
	
	

	
	Friend
	

	
	
	

	
	Other (Please say who)
	


8.
Think of a good lesson you’ve had recently.  Why was it good?
9. Without naming him/her, tell me about your favourite teacher.

What is special about him/her?

Thank you for giving up your time to fill in this questionnaire.
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