PUPIL INTERVIEW: THE LEARNING CULTURE OF THE SCHOOL

Purpose of instrument

· to determine students’ views on the extent to which the conditions for effective independent learning already exist within a school.

Advice on administration

Single-gender groups of three students in the same teaching group are best for this interview.  The interview is quite a long one, lasting up to 30 minutes, so it should be administered in a quiet area where disturbances are unlikely.

Some comments on findings

Section A is intended as a warm-up section.  Negative comments about some lessons and some teachers are likely from Year 9 and Year 10 students, who will also tend to identify social relationships as the best part of school.  Students at the start or end of their secondary school careers will show some enthusiasm for the school’s facilities, and for some teachers.

Most schools provide opportunities for research and problem-solving, and students are generally aware of where resources and equipment can be found.  There may be some abuse of students who ask questions in class.  Students are adamant that comments are intended to be light-hearted, but some students, particularly girls, admit that it has a dampening effect upon them.

Students tend to enjoy groupwork, and claim to do a lot of work in groups.  They tend to be extremely dependent upon teacher comments and grades in tests in arriving at self-assessments of their work.  Students seem to reflect only rarely upon their work, are generally reluctant to seek help on ways they could improve their learning, and receive very little specific written advice from teachers on this aspect of their work.  This may in part explain the fairly dismissive attitude towards the value of filling in Records of Achievement beyond Year 8.
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PUPIL INTERVIEW: THE LEARNING CULTURE OF THE SCHOOL

Section A: Attitudes to school
1
(a)
What do you like most about school?


(b)
What do you like least about the school?

Section B: Independent learning

2
(a)
Do you know where to find things like equipment and books?


(b)
Do you ever look for information on your own initiative?



For which subjects?


(c)
Where do you look?


(d)
Do you do problem solving in lessons?



Which ones?



What sort of problems do you get given?


(e)
Do you ask questions in lessons?



Do your classmates ever make fun of you for asking questions?


(f)
Do you ever think about what you have done in a particular lesson?

Section C: Groupwork

3
(a)
Do you ever work with other students?



In which lessons?


(b)
Do you usually get a lot done when working in this way?

Section D: Self-assessment
4
(a)
How do you check what you have learnt from activities in school?


(b)
Do you ever talk to anyone about how you could learn more or about what you could improve on?


(c)
Are you involved in reporting your own progress?
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