PUPIL INTERVIEW: CLASSROOM ORDER

Purpose of instrument

· to determine student views on the school’s discipline policy;

· to determine students’ views on the best ways of dealing with disruptive behaviour.

Advice on administration

This schedule could be administered to a cross-section of students which included a group deemed by staff to be disruptive.  Alternatively, it could be administered solely to disruptive students.  Because of the sensitivity of some of the questions, it should be administered in each case to individual students by an adult now known to them.  The interviews take up to 25 minutes, so 14 students can be interviewed in the course of a school day.  Interviews should take place in a quiet area where disturbances or eavesdropping are unlikely.

Some comments on findings

Students deemed to be disruptive by staff are usually aware that they are disruptive.  They are usually boys.  Most disrupt in reaction to the context or learning environment in which they find themselves.  The stimulus for much of the behaviour is a ‘boring’ lesson, which students define variously as lessons that are difficult to understand, lessons with a large element of writing, or with little practical work.  Fewer disrupt because they enjoy it or because other students are to blame for their disruption.  Disruptive behaviour consists largely of talking in class.

Disruptive students are often content that the prevailing system of sanctions is adequate when it is applied justly and consistently.  They tend, however, to play down the impact of these sanctions upon their own behaviour, and claim that the quality relationship they have with at least one member of staff is considerably more important in reducing their disruptive behaviour.
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PUPIL INTERVIEW: CLASSROOM ORDER

Y8
Y9
Y10
Boy
Girl

1.
Do you ever misbehave in class?


Why?

2.
What do you think causes lessons to be disrupted?

3.
What kind of pupils cause disruption?

4.
What should a teacher do about class disruption?

5.
What shouldn’t a teacher do?

6.
Is there ever rowdy or bad behaviour outside the classroom?


Where?

7.
What should teachers do about it?

8.
What shouldn’t a teacher do?

9.
Which classroom rules do you remember?

10.
How do you feel about the rules of classroom conduct?

11.
Do you agree with the school rules about behaviour?
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