[image: image1.png]NHS

West Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust and
East and North Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust




Charter House

Parkway

Welwyn Garden City

Herts

AL8 6JL

Tel No: 01707 390855

DDI: 01707 361301

Fax No: 01707 361286

April 2008

Dear Head teacher

Re: The New National HPV Vaccination Programme

Further to the letter of 6th February 2008 to all secondary school head teachers from the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), we are now writing to inform you of local arrangements for the implementation of this vaccination programme in Hertfordshire.

The Department of Health has announced the introduction of a human papillomavirus (HPV) immunisation programme to help prevent cervical cancer.  HPV infection is common and causes 99 per cent of cervical cancer cases.

The new HPV vaccine has a good safety profile and protects against the HPV virus types responsible for about 70 per cent of cases of cervical cancer.  Three doses of the vaccine over about a six month period are needed for protection.

The vaccination programme will be aimed at girls aged 12-13 years (Year 8), and will begin in September 2008.  There will also be a catch-up campaign for older girls, starting in August 2009 and running for two years.  Girls aged 16-18 years (Years 12 and 13) will be offered vaccination in 2009/2010.  Girls aged 15-17 years (Years 11 and 12) will be offered the vaccination in 2010/2011.

The vaccination programme will be delivered through schools by NHS staff.  We would be grateful if these staff could use a room in the school during three days per year for the Year 8 programme from September 2008 and the same premises during three days a year for the two years of the catch up programme from 2009-2011.

We would like schools to:

· accept material from the PCT and send it to parents and pupils by pupil post; 

· collect in the parental consent forms giving permission for vaccination and the release of the girl’s name and date of birth to the PCT; 

· pass this information on to the PCT.  

There should be no follow-up action and we will not be asking school staff to be involved with the immunisation session.

A national awareness raising programme has been commissioned by the Department of Health for the summer.  This will include a television, radio and magazine campaign.  The main message will be that this is a cancer prevention programme.

Our staff hope to attend the Secondary Heads Fora to give more information regarding this important programme.

The school health service will be in contact with you this term to make arrangements for the delivery of this programme but if you would like to discuss the matter in the meantime please contact Dr Hilary Angwin, Public Health Consultant, on 01707 369688.

Yours sincerely
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John Harris

Director of Children, Schools & Families
Hertfordshire County Council
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Dr Jane Halpin

Director of Public Health

East & North and West Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust


