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School IT Systems Support

Installing Sims .net on a Workstation

(Not applicable to schools installing Sims .net on a RM Network)
Caution: the following guidance notes assume a reasonable IT knowledge by the person completing the installation.

If your MIS data/Sims Applications are corrupted during an installation or upgrade by someone who is not part of School IT Systems Support, reinstalling a working MIS will be chargeable (current prices available on request).  The provision of an up to date backup is the school’s responsibility.
These notes explain the process of setting up a new Windows XP or Vista workstation in a school, to run Sims .net.  This document assumes that the workstation has either a Windows XP Professional (SP2) or Windows Vista Business (SP1) operating system, and is already connected and functioning correctly on the network and has access to the server on which Sims is installed.
System Requirements (Revised May 2008)

· 1 GHz processor or higher (Dual Core 2 GHz recommended for optimum performance)
· XP (Recommended) – A minimum of 512 Mb Memory is required but 1024 Mb  is strongly recommended) 

Vista (Supported by Capita but full testing not yet completed by SITSS) – A minimum of 1024 Mb Memory is required but 2048 Mb strongly is recommended) User Account Control will need to be turned off.
· A minimum of Microsoft .Net 2 is required to be present on each workstation prior to installing Sims .net.  Capita have produced an Infrastructure Installation Utility which can be downloaded and run on each workstation.  Further information can be found by following the link below:
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/info/traded/sitss/mis/documents/InfrastructureUtility.doc
· Microsoft Office must be installed on the machine in order to run some Sims applications, including Assessment Manager and Sims .net.  The recommended version is Microsoft Office 2003.
· The recommended screen resolution for running Sims .net is 1024 x 768.
· All users that require access to Sims .net will need access to the SIMS data held on the network.  This is held in the SIMSROOT area on the Server/Office Master Machine. 
· This SIMSROOT folder should be shared with a share name of SIMS, and the share permissions for this should be full control for Everyone
· The Security permissions (also known as NTFS permissions) should grant Modify access to all users needing access to SIMS.
· A network drive mapping for the S:\ drive should be made 

Installation
1. Log on to the workstation with Administrative permissions.

2. A network drive mapping for the S:\ drive should be made to the previously mentioned SIMS share (e.g. \\servername\SIMS)
3. Navigate to S:\Sims\Setups\SimsInst.exe and run this application.
4. The Sims installer screen will open.  Ensure that there is a tick placed against “This computer will be used as a Sims workstation”.

5. By default, Sims .net will be installed to C:\Program Files\Sims\Sims .net.  If you are happy to install to this location, click Install.  
If you would prefer to install the Sims .net applications in an alternative location, click on the Settings button, and amend the path next to the area that reads “Install local SIMS applications in the directory” to a location of your choice, then click Back, then Install.

	Please Note: There are two versions of SimsInst.exe in schools.  Most schools will have the version described above.  On a later version of SimsInst.exe, the same outcome is achieved by following a Sims Installer Wizard.  If you do happen to have this version, you will need to supply the following paths and then click Install:

Sims Setups Directory

S:\SIMS\Setups

Local Sims Applications 
C:\Program Files\Sims\Sims .net or any other location of your choice


Shared Sims Applications

S:\SIMS



After clicking Install you will be asked to confirm your selections.  The installation of Sims .net will then take place.  You may be required to reboot the workstation once the installation is complete.
6. Log back onto the workstation as a user with Administrative permissions.
7. Select the menu route Start/Programs/Sims Applications/Sims .net.

8. You will be presented with a screen which will require you to locate Sims on your system.

Select the top option within this panel that reads “I can access a SIMS ‘connect.ini’ file at another location”.
9. Click on the Open button and navigate to S:\Sims\Setups and find the file named Connect.ini and double click on it, then click OK.

10. Log in to Sims .net.

11. Finally, log off of the workstation as the user with Administrative permissions, and log back on as a standard user and ensure that S:\ drive is mapped.  Log in to Sims .net and check that you are able to access it.
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