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1.0
INTRODUCTION

This document attempts to offer some suggestions as to how the problem of dogs fouling on school sites, can be reduced and what needs to be done once fouling has taken place. 
2.0
BACKGROUND

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 makes it a criminal offence to trespass on School property and cause or permit a nuisance.  To allow a dog to foul a playing field is to permit a nuisance, so provided the person concerned is a trespasser (i.e. is aware that he or she is not allowed on school premises, or not allowed on with a dog) he or she can be prosecuted. 

3.0
ACTION
3.1 
For any court action to be successful it would be necessary to prove that the person concerned was both a trespasser and permitting a nuisance.  It is recommended, therefore, that there should be at least one notice in a prominent position indicating that school fields are private property.
3.2    
Warning Trespass Signage is available from Hertfordshire Supplies as follows
WARNING


PROHIBITON OF DOGS AND UNAUTHORISED SPORTS USE SECTION 40 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1982


IT IS AN OFFENCE TO TRESPASS AND TO CAUSE NUISANCE OR DISTURBANCE ON EDUCATIONAL PREMISES


ANY PERSONS ENTERING ANY PART OF THESE PREMISES OR GROUNDS WITHOUT LAWFUL AUTHORITY WILL BE PROSECUTED


3.2
It is unlikely that the County Council would wish to prosecute a “first offender”.  If, however, you could provide details of offences the County Secretary would in the first instance be prepared to send a formal warning letter.  Prosecution could follow in the case of repeated offences. 


3.3.
Under the Act, a police officer or any person authorised by the County Council or authorised by the School Governors (in the case of a Voluntary Aided or Special Agreement School) can remove trespassers, provided there is reasonable cause to suspect that the person in question is committing or has committed an offence under the Section.  Wherever possible, the authorised person should take details of the offender’s name and address.

4.0
STRAY DOGS

New legislation came into force in April 2008 that gave responsibility for stray 
dogs to the local authority.
 

Hertfordshire Constabulary provide details of dog wardens for each District Council in the County.

http://www.herts.police.uk/about/stray_dogs.htm

If you find a lost or stray dog please contact the Environmental Health department for your area.

5.0
BOUNDARY FENCING

It is known that some local residents whose property adjoins school sites have cut gates or openings into the County Council’s boundary fence to afford access for themselves and/or their animals on to County Council sites.  This is, of course, unacceptable.  If you furnish details of any such instances, arrangements will be made for the persons concerned to be contacted and required to re-instate the fence. 

6.0
ADVICE TO CARETAKERS/SITE MANAGERS

In spite of all your efforts, there is unfortunately little doubt that instances of dog fouling will continue to occur.  Where they do, caretakers should be asked to remove the offending material.  They are advised to avoid direct skin contact with the faeces and they must wear gloves.  They are recommended to remove the faeces with a shovel and dispose of them by flushing them down a lavatory, or burying them in the ground, or double-wrapping them and placing them in the dustbins.
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